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In 1978, while collecting documentary photographs of the artists' community in Montparnasse from the first
decades of the century, Billy Klüver discovered that some previously unassociated photographs fell into
significant groupings. One group in particular, showing Picasso, Max Jacob, Moïse Kisling, Modigliani, and
others at the Café de la Rotonde and on Boulevard du Montparnasse, all seemed to have been taken on the
same day. The people were wearing the same clothes in each shot and had the same accessories. Their ties
were knotted the same way and their collars had the same wrinkles. A total of twenty-four
photographs—four rolls of film with six photographs each—were eventually found. With the challenge of
identifying the date, photographer, and circumstances, Klüver embarked on an inquiry that would illuminate
the minute texture of that time and place.

Biographical research into the subjects' lives led Klüver to focus on the summer of 1916 as the likely time
the photos were taken. He then measured buildings and plotted angles and lengths of shadows in the
photographs to narrow the time frame to a spread of three weeks. Further investigation eventually allowed
Klüver to identify the photographer as Jean Cocteau and to determine the day that Cocteau had taken the
photographs: August 12, 1916. A computer printout of the sun's positions on that date, obtained from the
Bureau des Longitudes, together with the length of the shadows, enabled Klver to calculate the time of day
of each photograph, and thus to put them in proper sequence.

In a tour de force of art historical research, Klüver then reconstructed a scenario of the events of the four
hours depicted in the photographs. With evocative attention to detail—noting when Picasso is no longer
carrying an envelope or Max Jacob has acquired a decoration in his lapel—Klüver recreates a single
afternoon in the lives of Picasso and friends, a group of remarkable people in early twentieth-century Paris.

Besides the central "portfolio" of photographs by Cocteau, the book contains additional photographs and
drawings, short biographies of all the subjects, and a historical section on the events and activities in the
Paris art world at the time.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffery Bruce:

This book untitled A Day with Picasso to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular
book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you
to past this reserve from your list.

Buddy Stewart:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this A Day with Picasso, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book.
Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Regina Wingler:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be A Day with Picasso why because the amazing cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Thelma Atkins:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. By the book A Day with Picasso we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with
your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book A Day with Picasso. You can more pleasing than
now.
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