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In his fascinating survey, art historian Omar Calabrese reveals that self-portraits through the ages are both a
reflection of the artist and of the period in which the artist lived. Organized thematically, the author first
presents a basic definition of the genre of the self-portrait, interpreting the picture to be a manifestation of
self identity, and including examples from an Egyptian tomb painting and pictures on stained glass during
the Middle Ages and continuing to modern times. The next chapter focuses on the turning point for the
establishment of the genre during the Renaissance when the status of the painter or sculptor was raised from
artisan to artist and, as a result, portraits of the artist were considered worthwhile pictures. At first a self-
portrait was hidden in a narrative painting: an artist would paint his image as part of a crowd scene, for
example, or as a mythological figure. On the other extreme, once the genre was accepted, it was practiced by
some artists—Rembrandt, van Gogh, Munch, and Dali, for instance—as almost an obsession. In
contemporary art the self-portrait can become a deconstructed genre with the artist hiding or satirizing
himself until he nearly disappears on the canvas. Among the 300 pictures featured here are examples by such
artists as Albrecht Dürer, Velàzquez, Elisabeth Vigée-Lebrun, Ingres, Degas, Toulouse-Lautrec,
Gainsborough, Matisse, James Ensor, Egon Schiele, Frida Kahlo, Man Ray, Henry Moore, Robert
Rauschenberg, Norman Rockwell, and Roy Lichtenstein. This intriguing book is a fresh way to appreciate
the history of art and to understand that a self-portrait is far more complex and meaningful than merely a
portrait of the artist.
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From reader reviews:

Maxine Elam:

The book Artists' Self-Portraits make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable
more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the
subject. If you can make examining a book Artists' Self-Portraits to become your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Artists' Self-Portraits. Kinds of book are several.
It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Victor Elam:

The feeling that you get from Artists' Self-Portraits is a more deep you excavating the information that hide
in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
recognise but Artists' Self-Portraits giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this publication
is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having
this specific Artists' Self-Portraits instantly.

Stanley Hanson:

Precisely why? Because this Artists' Self-Portraits is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to
it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits
than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still
want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Winford Patterson:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The
particular book that recommended for your requirements is Artists' Self-Portraits this book consist a lot of
the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically
the writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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