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Robin Hirsch was born in London during the Blitz, to German Jews who had escaped Hitler. Coming of age
in postwar England with German-speaking parents, he learned very quickly the ironies of survival - his best
friend at school, an English Jew, at the age of six called him a Nazi. In these memoirs, which span more than
fifty years and which shift from Berlin to Brooklyn, from Amsterdam to Buenos Aires, from Shanghai to
West Virginia, from Jerusalem to Beverly Hills, Hirsch wrestles with his ambiguous heritage, assembling the
jigsaw puzzle both of his own life and of a larger life which was once whole, but which was deracinated,
decimated, and scattered across the globe. As Hirsch taps into the shared consciousness of this far-flung
community, he discovers that the violence of the Holocaust can breed in the survivor a myriad of responses -
despair, silence, anger, a reciprocal violence, a reverence or an appetite for life, and on occasion, mirabile
dictu, a sense of humor. With a similar mixture of feelings - and with considerable humor - he conjures up
the costume ball at Berlin's Hotel Kempinski, where his parents first met; he relives with an uncle the horrors
of Auschwitz and the miracle of his aunt's survival; he submits his infant son to the terrifying ritual of
circumcision. The journey across boundaries and generations enables Hirsch to connect with his European
past, to achieve a hard-earned measure of peace in the New World, and finally to forgive his parents: What
were their lives like before us, what had they given up, what had they lost, what out of the turmoil and the
violence and the displacement had they managed to salvage, what, now, in the shadow of this history, did
they feel they had accomplished? The answer, Last Dance suggests, is found in the indomitable human spirit
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Mendoza:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Last Dance at the Hotel
Kempinski: Creating a Life in the Shadow of History? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Robert Beck:

The feeling that you get from Last Dance at the Hotel Kempinski: Creating a Life in the Shadow of History
could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get considering
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Last Dance at the Hotel Kempinski: Creating a
Life in the Shadow of History giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this
book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy
to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this kind of Last Dance at the Hotel Kempinski: Creating a Life in the Shadow of History instantly.

Sam Current:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Last Dance at the Hotel Kempinski:
Creating a Life in the Shadow of History can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Ann Clark:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Last Dance at the Hotel Kempinski: Creating a Life in the Shadow
of History can make you feel more interested to read.
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