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Gu Yanwu pioneered the late-Ming and early Qing-era practice of Han Learning, or Evidential Learning,
favoring practical over theoretical approaches to knowledge. He strongly encouraged scholars to return to the
simple, ethical precepts of early Confucianism, and in his best-known work, Rizhi lu (Record of Daily
Knowledge), he applied this paradigm to literature, government, economics, history, education, and
philology. This volume includes translations of selected essays from Rizhi lu and Gu Yanwu's Shiwen Ji
(Collected Poems and Essays), along with an introduction explaining the personal and political dimensions
of the scholar's work.

Gu Yanwu wrote the essays and poems featured in this volume while traveling across China during the
decades immediately after the fall of the Ming Dynasty. They merge personal observation with rich
articulations of Confucian principles and are, as Gu said, "not old coin but copper dug from the hills." Like
many of his contemporaries, Gu Yanwu believed the Ming Dynasty had suffered from an overconcentration
of power in its central government and recommended decentralizing authority while strengthening provincial
self-government. In his introduction, Ian Johnston recounts Gu Yanwu's personal history and reviews his
published works, along with their scholarly reception. Annotations accompany his translations, and a special
essay on feudalism by Tang Dynasty poet and scholar Liu Zongyuan (773–819) provides insight into Gu
Yanwu's later work on the subject.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Wax:

The book Record of Daily Knowledge and Collected Poems and Essays: Selections (Translations from the
Asian Classics) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we
leave the good thing like a book Record of Daily Knowledge and Collected Poems and Essays: Selections
(Translations from the Asian Classics)? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that
will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Record of Daily Knowledge and Collected Poems and Essays: Selections (Translations from the Asian
Classics) has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous
world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

James Marcus:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Record of
Daily Knowledge and Collected Poems and Essays: Selections (Translations from the Asian Classics), you
may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others,
make them reading a guide.

Breanne Gardner:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Record of Daily Knowledge and Collected
Poems and Essays: Selections (Translations from the Asian Classics) book written by well-known writer
who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your
own hunger then you still hesitation Record of Daily Knowledge and Collected Poems and Essays:
Selections (Translations from the Asian Classics) as good book not just by the cover but also from the
content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Teresa Spillman:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some



people likes studying, not only science book but novel and Record of Daily Knowledge and Collected Poems
and Essays: Selections (Translations from the Asian Classics) or perhaps others sources were given know-
how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve
was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their
knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes Record of Daily Knowledge and
Collected Poems and Essays: Selections (Translations from the Asian Classics) to make your spare time
more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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