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A magical place, a lost history: Trochenbrod, the setting for Everything is Illuminated, is now
rediscovered for a new generation.

In the 19th century, nearly five million Jews lived in the Pale of Settlement. Most lived in shtetls?Jewish
communities connected to larger towns?images of which are ingrained in popular imagination as the shtetl
Anatevka from Fiddler on the Roof. Brimming with life and tradition, family and faith, these shtetls existed
in the shadow of their town’s oppressive anti-Jewish laws. Not Trochenbrod.

Trochenbrod was the only freestanding, fully realized Jewish town in history. It began with a few Jewish
settlers searching for freedom from the Russian Czars' oppressive policies, which included the forced
conscriptions of one son from each Jewish family household throughout Russia. At first, Trochenbrod was
just a tiny row of houses built on empty marshland in the middle of the Radziwill Forest, yet for the next 130
years it thrived, becoming a bustling marketplace where people from all over the Ukraine and Poland came
to do business. But this scene of ethnic harmony was soon shattered, as Trochenbrod vanished in 1941?her
residents slaughtered, her homes, buildings, and factories razed to the ground. Yet even the Nazis could not
destroy the spirit of Trochenbrod, which has lived on in stories and legends about a little piece of heaven,
hidden deep in the forest.

Bendavid-Val, himself a descendant of Trochenbrod, masterfully preserves and fosters the memory of this
city, celebrating the vibrant lives of her people and her culture, proving true the words of one of
Trochenbrod’s greatest poets, Yisrael Beider: I beg you hold fast to these words of mine. After this darkness
a light will shine 40 illusrations
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From reader reviews:

James Bergeron:

The book The Heavens Are Empty: Discovering the Lost Town of Trochenbrod can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing
like a book The Heavens Are Empty: Discovering the Lost Town of Trochenbrod? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Heavens Are Empty: Discovering the Lost Town of
Trochenbrod has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Marva Larson:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea
for a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand
than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this The Heavens
Are Empty: Discovering the Lost Town of Trochenbrod book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Jeremy Turner:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Heavens Are Empty:
Discovering the Lost Town of Trochenbrod, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right,
you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Katherine Hood:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real their
passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Heavens Are Empty: Discovering the Lost Town of Trochenbrod can make you



experience more interested to read.
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