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In this lively, enjoyable look at the best American and British detective fiction, David Lehman investigates
the mystery of mysteries: the profound satisfactions we get from evil, disorder, mayhem, and deception--that
we know will be put right by the last page.
As Lehman shows, the detective story draws deeply from ancient storytelling traditions. The mystery's
conventions--the locked room, the clue "hidden" in plain sight, the diabolical double, the villainous least
likely subject--work on us as childhood fairy tales do; they prey upon our darkest fears, taking us to the brink
of the unbearable before restoring a comforting sense of order. The myth of Oedipus, for example, contains
the essential elements of a whodunit, with the twist that the murderer the detective pursues is himself.
With their wisecracking gumshoe heroes, Dashiell Hammett and Raymond Chandler fashioned an existential
romance out of the detective novel. More recent writers such as Ross MacDonald, P. D. James, and Ruth
Rendell have raised the genre to a new level of psychological sophistication. Yet the form evolves still, and
Lehman guides us to the epistemological riddles of Jorge Luis Borges and Umberto Eco, who challenge the
notion of a knowable truth. Originally published in 1989, this new edition features an additional chapter on
the mystery novels of the 1990s.
"A lively study of the development and varieties of the detective story since Poe, its relations with other
forms high and low, and the latter-day appropriation of its techniques by such writers as Borges and Eco. . . .
A thoroughly intelligent and readable book." --Richard Wilbur, Pulitzer-Prize winning poet
David Lehman is the series editor of both the The Best American Poetry, published by Scribner, and the
Poets on Poetry series published by the University of Michigan Press. He is a former Guggenheim Fellow in
poetry, a vice president of the National Book Critics Circle, and the author of several books of criticism and
collections of poems.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Hanna:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Perfect Murder: A Study in Detection.

Gwen Dawes:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This The Perfect Murder: A Study in Detection book is readable by simply you who
hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with The
Perfect Murder: A Study in Detection content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do
you continue to thinking The Perfect Murder: A Study in Detection is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?

Catherine Mejia:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their
reader with their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they
write about the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this
The Perfect Murder: A Study in Detection.

John Hicks:

Precisely why? Because this The Perfect Murder: A Study in Detection is an unordinary book that the inside
of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading
this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content
inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.
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