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In October 1996, a motley crew of ageing Marxists and unemployed youth coalesced to revolt against
Mobutu Seso Seko, president of Zaire/Congo since 1965. Backed by a Rwanda-led regional coalition that
drew support from Asmara to Luanda, the rebels of the AFDL marched over 1500 kilometers in seven
months to crush the dictatorship. To the Congolese rebels and their Pan-Africanist allies, the vanquishing of
the Mobutu regime represented nothing short of a 'second independence' for Congo and Central Africa as a
whole and the dawning of a new regional order of peace and security. Within fifteen months, however,
Central Africa's 'liberation peace' would collapse, triggering a cataclysmic fratricide between the heroes of
the war against Mobutu and igniting the deadliest conflict since World War II. Uniquely drawing on
hundreds of interviews with protagonists from Congo, Rwanda, Angola, Uganda, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Eritrea,
South Africa, Belgium, France, the UK and the US, Why Comrades Go To War offers a novel theoretical
and empirical account of Africa's Great War. It argues that the seeds of Africa's Great War were sown in the
revolutionary struggle against Mobutu-the way the revolution came together, the way it was organized, and,
paradoxically, the very way it succeeded. In particular, the book argues that the overthrow of Mobutu proved
a Pyrrhic victory because the protagonists ignored the philosophy of Julius Nyerere, the father of Africa's
liberation movements: they put the gun before the unglamorous but essential task of building the domestic
and regional political institutions and organizational structures necessary to consolidate peace after
revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Alexander:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is Why
Comrades Go to War: Liberation Politics and the Outbreak of Africa's Deadliest Conflict.

Jerry Day:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Why Comrades Go to War: Liberation Politics and the
Outbreak of Africa's Deadliest Conflict why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

James Yancey:

This Why Comrades Go to War: Liberation Politics and the Outbreak of Africa's Deadliest Conflict is great
e-book for you because the content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great organize word
or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Why Comrades Go to War: Liberation Politics and the Outbreak of
Africa's Deadliest Conflict in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve
already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Alejandro Colon:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Why Comrades Go to War: Liberation
Politics and the Outbreak of Africa's Deadliest Conflict to make your current reading is interesting. Your
current skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make
you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be first
opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the publication Why Comrades Go to War:
Liberation Politics and the Outbreak of Africa's Deadliest Conflict can to be your new friend when you're



sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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