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"Happenings" have pop connotations that conjure up 1960s youth culture and hippies in public, joyful
rebellion. Scholars, meanwhile, locate happenings in a genealogy of avant-garde performance that descends
from futurism, surrealism, and Dada through the action painting of the 1950s. In Radical Prototypes, Judith
Rodenbeck argues for a more complex etiology. Allan Kaprow coined the term in 1958 to name a new
collage form of performance, calling happenings "radical prototypes" of performance art. Rodenbeck offers a
rigorous art historical reading of Kaprow's project and related artworks. She finds that these experiential and
experimental works offered not a happy communalism but a strong and canny critique of contemporary
sociality. Happenings, she argues, were far more ambivalent, negative, and even creepy than they have been
portrayed, either in contemporaneous accounts or in more recent efforts to connect them to contemporary
art's participatory strategies. In Radical Prototypes, Rodenbeck recovers the critical force of happenings,
addressing them both as theoretical objects and as artworks, investigating broader epistemological and
formal concerns as well as their material and performative aspects. She links happenings to scores by John
Cage (especially 4'33"), avant-garde theater, and photography, and offers new readings of projects ranging
from Kaprow's 18 Happenings in 6 Parts (1959) to Gerhard Richter's Leben mit Pop (1963).

Rodenbeck casts happenings as a form of participatory art that simultaneously delivers a radical critique of
that very participation  -- a view that revises our understanding of contemporary constructions of the
participatory as well as of 1960s projects from Fluxus to conceptual art.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Marburger:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Radical Prototypes: Allan Kaprow and the Invention of
Happenings (MIT Press) as the daily resource information.

William Lee:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you read a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and
soon. The Radical Prototypes: Allan Kaprow and the Invention of Happenings (MIT Press) provide you with
a new experience in reading a book.

Judy Newberry:

Beside that Radical Prototypes: Allan Kaprow and the Invention of Happenings (MIT Press) in your phone,
it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Radical Prototypes: Allan Kaprow and the Invention of Happenings (MIT
Press) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss
that? Find this book along with read it from today!

Quincy Nelson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Radical Prototypes: Allan Kaprow and the Invention
of Happenings (MIT Press) can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have
point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Radical Prototypes: Allan
Kaprow and the Invention of Happenings (MIT Press).
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