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In France at the end of the nineteenth century, progress and material prosperity coincided with widespread
alarm about disease and decay. The obsessions of our own culture as the twentieth century came to a close
resonate strikingly with those of the last fin-de-siècle: crime, pollution, sexually transmitted diseases, gender
confusion, moral depravity, alcoholism, and tobacco and drug use were topics of popular discussion then as
now.The Decadent Reader is a collection of novels and stories from fin-de-siècle France that celebrate
decline, aestheticize decay, and take pleasure in perversity. By embracing the marginal, the unhealthy, and
the deviant, the decadent writers attacked bourgeois life, which they perceived to be the chief enemy of art.
Barbey d'Aurevilly, Joris-Karl Huysmans, Jean Lorrain, Guy de Maupassant, Villiers de l'Isle-Adam, Catulle
Mendès, Rachilde, Jean Moréas, Octave Mirbeau, Joséphin Péladan, and Remy de Gourmont looted the
riches of their culture for their own purposes. In an age of medicine, they borrowed its occult mysteries
rather than its positivism. From its social Darwinism, they found their monsters: sadists, murderers,
transvestites, fetishists, prostitutes, nymphomaniacs, and hysterics. And they reveled in them, completely
upending the conventions of romance and sentimentality. The Decadent Reader, which includes critical
essays on all of the authors, many novels and stories that have never before appeared in English, and familiar
works set in a new context, offers a compelling portrait of fin-de-siècle France.
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From reader reviews:

Colleen Thompson:

The particular book The Decadent Reader: Fiction, Fantasy, and Perversion from Fin-de-Siècle France will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book The Decadent Reader:
Fiction, Fantasy, and Perversion from Fin-de-Siècle France is much recommended to you to learn. You can
also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Harold Hutchison:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Decadent Reader: Fiction, Fantasy, and Perversion from Fin-de-Siècle France the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get ahead of. The The Decadent Reader: Fiction, Fantasy, and Perversion from Fin-de-
Siècle France giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Mamie Donnelly:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you go through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us
novel, comics, and also soon. The The Decadent Reader: Fiction, Fantasy, and Perversion from Fin-de-Siècle
France offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Richard Jimenez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Amount
types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this The Decadent Reader: Fiction,
Fantasy, and Perversion from Fin-de-Siècle France.
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