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The Mary of the Celts is essential reading for anyone interested in the reality of devotion to the Blessed
Virgin Mary in Celtic spirituality. The book explores themes and images associated with the Annunciation,
Nativity, Crucifixion, and Assumption, as also the Blessed Virgin's Joys and Sorrows, through a detailed
study of poetry on Mary from the Celtic regions of medieval Britain and Ireland. There are haunting images
such as the Blessed Virgin Mary as daughter of her Son and as the chamber of the Trinity, with her virginity
remaining as unstained and pure as glass pierced by a beam of light, as well as references to popular
apocryphal legends, including those of the Instantaneous Harvest that grew while Mary and her child were
fleeing into Egypt from Herod's men, and of the girdle thrown down by the Virgin to St Thomas at the
Assumption. Amongst the many poets encountered are Muiredeach Albanach, a thirteenth-century Irishman
who established a dynasty of poets in the Western Isles of Scotland, and his Welsh contemporary Brother
Madog ap Gwallter, whose poem on Mary and her child at Bethlehem has been praised for a Franciscan
simplicity and freshness. Taking the original verse in Middle and Early Modern Irish, Middle Welsh, and
Middle Cornish (from medieval Cornish drama), Andrew Breeze relates their characteristic images to
patristic material, other vernacular poetry (especially in Old and Middle English), Latin hymns, and medieval
painting and sculpture. Indeed, The Mary of the Celts has been written as a guide to Marian iconography. It
will be useful for students of medieval European literature and art, as well as for specialists in early Irish and
Welsh, all of whom will find in it much that is new. It should make readers aware of the wealth of Marian
material to be found in Celtic Ireland and Britain, not all of which has had the attention it deserves beyond
the Celtic lands. In reviewing Andrew Breeze's Medieval Welsh Literature, Dr Jerry Hunter of the University
of Wales wrote in The Times Literary Supplement, 'he has succeeded where generations of scholars have
failed'. The Mary of the Celts is likely to have a similar warm welcome from all those concerned with the
Marian devotion of the Middle Ages in the Celtic lands and beyond. Dr Andrew Breeze (b. 1954), FSA,
FRHistS, was educated at Sir Roger Manwood's Grammar School and the Universities of Oxford and
Cambridge. Married with six children, he has been lecturer in English since 1987 at the University of
Navarre, Pamplona. Besides numerous research papers on philology, he is the author of the controversial
study Medieval Welsh Literature (Dublin, 1997) and co-author with Professor Richard Coates of Celtic
Voices, English Places (Stamford, 2000).
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer McMorris:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Mary of the Celts will make
you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some
of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Rose Sosa:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many people
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Mary of the Celts book
as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Mary Alejandro:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline The Mary of
the Celts suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book
untitled The Mary of the Celtsis the main one of several books which everyone read now. This specific book
was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension
that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can
easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Lillian Burbank:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what sorts of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The The Mary of the Celts offer you a new experience in examining a book.
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