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With Ethiopia in disarray following a period of severe internal unrest and the spread of insurgencies in
Eritrea and Tigray, Ethiopia and its armed forces should have offered little opposition to well-equipped
Somali armed forces which were unleashed to capture Ogaden, in July 1977. However, excellently trained
pilots of the Ethiopian Air Force took full advantage of their US-made equipment, primarily their few brand-
new Northrop F-5E Tiger II fighter-bombers, to take the fight to their opponents, win air superiority over the
battlefield, and thus have their hands free to interdict the Somali supply links to stop the invasion cold.

This air victory practically sealed the fate of the Somali juggernaut in Ogaden, especially so once Ethiopia
convinced Cuba and the Soviet Bloc to support her instead of Somalia. In a fit of pique, Somalia forced all
Soviet advisers to leave the country. Already bitter over similar experiences in Egypt in 1972, Moscow's
revenge was designed as a clear message: nobody was to treat her in such fashion again. The USSR
subsequently launched an air bridge to Ethiopia, unique and unprecedented in its extension and importance,
delivering huge quantities of armament and equipment necessary for the Ethiopians to reconquer Ogaden,
and beyond. In turn Somalia asked the USA for help and thus occurred an unprecedented switch of Cold War
alliances.

This volume details the history and training of both Ethiopian and Somali air forces, their equipment and
training, tactics used and kills claimed, against the backdrop of the flow of the Ogaden war. It explains in
detail, supported by over 100 contemporary and exclusive photographs, maps and color profiles, how the
Ethiopian Air Force won the decisive victory in the air by expertly deploying the F-5Es - unequaled in
maneuverability, small size and powerful armament - to practically destroy the Somali Air Force and its
MiG-17s and MiG-21s.

REVIEWS

masterfully marshals his sources for a remarkably revealing account of this air war. His superb study simply
confirms why Helion's "Africa@War" series has forged such brilliant repute for plowing the backwaters of
Cold War conflict.
Cybermodeler
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From reader reviews:

Cory Kyle:

The book Wings over Ogaden: The Ethiopian-Somali War, 1978-1979 (Africa @ War Series) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a
very important thing like a book Wings over Ogaden: The Ethiopian-Somali War, 1978-1979 (Africa @ War
Series)? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many facts
for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Wings over Ogaden: The
Ethiopian-Somali War, 1978-1979 (Africa @ War Series) has simple shape but you know: it has great and
big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Susan Rooks:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question mainly
because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Wings over Ogaden: The Ethiopian-
Somali War, 1978-1979 (Africa @ War Series) to read.

Shirley Martins:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you study a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Wings over Ogaden: The Ethiopian-Somali War, 1978-1979 (Africa @ War Series) provide you with new
experience in examining a book.

Esther Cunningham:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you.
As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to



reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Wings over Ogaden: The Ethiopian-Somali War, 1978-1979 (Africa
@ War Series) can make you experience more interested to read.
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