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The authoritative story of the headline-making discovery of gravitational waves—by an eminent
theoretical astrophysicist and award-winning writer.

From the author of How the Universe Got Its Spots and A Madman Dreams of Turing Machines, the epic
story of the scientific campaign to record the soundtrack of our universe.
 
Black holes are dark. That is their essence. When black holes collide, they will do so unilluminated. Yet the
black hole collision is an event more powerful than any since the origin of the universe. The profusion of
energy will emanate as waves in the shape of spacetime: gravitational waves. No telescope will ever record
the event; instead, the only evidence would be the sound of spacetime ringing. In 1916, Einstein predicted
the existence of gravitational waves, his top priority after he proposed his theory of curved spacetime. One
century later, we are recording the first sounds from space, the soundtrack to accompany astronomy’s silent
movie.

In Black Hole Blues and Other Songs from Outer Space, Janna Levin recounts the fascinating story of the
obsessions, the aspirations, and the trials of the scientists who embarked on an arduous, fifty-year endeavor
to capture these elusive waves. An experimental ambition that began as an amusing thought experiment, a
mad idea, became the object of fixation for the original architects—Rai Weiss, Kip Thorne, and Ron Drever.
Striving to make the ambition a reality, the original three gradually accumulated an international team of
hundreds. As this book was written, two massive instruments of remarkably delicate sensitivity were brought
to advanced capability. As the book draws to a close, five decades after the experimental ambition began, the
team races to intercept a wisp of a sound with two colossal machines, hoping to succeed in time for the
centenary of Einstein’s most radical idea. Janna Levin’s absorbing account of the surprises, disappointments,
achievements, and risks in this unfolding story offers a portrait of modern science that is unlike anything
we’ve seen before.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Hemming:

In other case, little people like to read book Black Hole Blues (and Other Songs from Outer Space). You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book
Black Hole Blues (and Other Songs from Outer Space). You can add information and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Roman Leonard:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. To be sure that book is very important for all of us. The book Black Hole Blues (and Other Songs
from Outer Space) ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Black Hole Blues (and Other Songs
from Outer Space) is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship using the book Black Hole Blues (and Other Songs from Outer Space). You never truly feel lose
out for everything if you read some books.

Krystal Wilson:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Black Hole Blues (and Other Songs from Outer
Space) as your daily resource information.

Susan Albro:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from
it. It is named of book Black Hole Blues (and Other Songs from Outer Space). Contain your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination
for a other place.
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