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It is August 18, 1634. Father Urbain Grandier, convicted of sorcery that led to the demonic possession of the
Ursuline nuns of provincial Loudun in France, confesses his sins on the porch of the church of Saint-Pierre,
then perishes in flames lit by his own exorcists. A dramatic tale that has inspired many artistic retellings,
including a novel by Aldous Huxley and an incendiary film by Ken Russell, the story of the possession at
Loudun here receives a compelling analysis from the renowned Jesuit historian Michel de Certeau.

Interweaving substantial excerpts from primary historical documents with fascinating commentary, de
Certeau shows how the plague of sorceries and possessions in France that climaxed in the events at Loudun
both revealed the deepest fears of a society in traumatic flux and accelerated its transformation. In this tour
de force of psychological history, de Certeau brings to vivid life a people torn between the decline of
centralized religious authority and the rise of science and reason, wracked by violent anxiety over what or
whom to believe.

At the time of his death in 1986, Michel de Certeau was a director of studies at the école des hautes études en
sciences sociales, Paris. He was author of eighteen books in French, three of which have appeared in English
translation as The Practice of Everyday Life,The Writing of History, and The Mystic Fable, Volume 1, the last
of which is published by The University of Chicago Press.

"Brilliant and innovative. . . . The Possession at Loudun is [de Certeau's] most accessible book and one of his
most wonderful."—Stephen Greenblatt (from the Foreword)
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Jenkins:

Here thing why this The Possession at Loudun are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking
at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as
food or not. The Possession at Loudun giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-
book out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Possession at Loudun. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way
home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The
Possession at Loudun in e-book can be your alternative.

Joyce Murphy:

Precisely why? Because this The Possession at Loudun is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent
to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits
than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still
want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Pearl Minjares:

The book untitled The Possession at Loudun contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her
idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can
easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary
works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can
read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.

Monique Hightower:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Possession at Loudun can be the solution,
oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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