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Although postcolonial studies has explored the historical influences and connections among literatures
throughout the world, it has considered African writing unique. By looking at African novels?written in both
French and English?of the colonial and postcolonial periods, Claiming History places African literature in its
proper context within this field. Eleni Coundouriotis shows how historical narration not only "answers back"
to Europe's colonialist legacy, but also serves as a complex form of dissent among Africans
themselves.Exploring subjects such as human sacrifice as portrayed in the historical novels of René Maran,
Chinua Achebe, Paul Hazoumé, Yambo Ouolguem, and Ben Okri, Coundouriotis argues that these authors
are part of a tradition of dissent, shattering the myth of national unity. Rather than focusing on resistance to
Europe?the outsider?these works reflect a variety of voices among Africans. Through their historical
narratives, African novelists seek to break down and re-create their communities. Novels such as Things Fall
Apart and The Famine Road have traditionally been read as ethnographies, authentically depicting the
everyday life of Africans. But the emphasis on "authenticity" decontextualizes these books and neglects the
ways they grapple with history. Since literature of dissent resists any single or absolute authority, it is in both
colonialist and ultranationalist interests to silence it. By exploring the dialogue between literature and
history, this book gives voice to African novelists' defiance of colonialism and nationalist ideology, and adds
significantly to our understanding of a body of work that has long been ignored or misunderstood.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Hemming:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Claiming History: Colonialism, Ethnography, and the
Novel. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important
a book Claiming History: Colonialism, Ethnography, and the Novel. You can add information and of course
you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should
use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Jeffrey Brill:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading any book, we give you that Claiming History: Colonialism, Ethnography, and
the Novel book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Anthony Collins:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition info. Even you love Claiming History: Colonialism, Ethnography, and the Novel, it
is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type
is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading
friends.

Helen Williams:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more
time to be examine. Claiming History: Colonialism, Ethnography, and the Novel can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.
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