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The human head has had important political, ritual and symbolic meanings throughout Andean history.
Scholars have spoken of captured and trophy heads, curated crania, symbolic flying heads, head imagery on
pots and on stone, head-shaped vessels, and linguistic references to the head. In this synthesizing work,
cultural anthropologist Denise Arnold and archaeologist Christine Hastorf examine the cult of heads in the
Andes—past and present—to develop a theory of its place in indigenous cultural practice and its relationship
to political systems. Using ethnographic and archaeological fieldwork, highland-lowland comparisons,
archival documents, oral histories, and ritual texts, the authors draw from Marx, Mauss, Foucault,
Assadourian, Viveiros del Castro and other theorists to show how heads shape and symbolize power,
violence, fertility, identity, and economy in South American cultures.
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From reader reviews:

William Gannaway:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Heads
of State: Icons, Power, and Politics in the Ancient and Modern Andes book as basic and daily reading
reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Scott Peters:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Heads of State: Icons, Power, and Politics in
the Ancient and Modern Andes book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Jeff Farley:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and
soon. The Heads of State: Icons, Power, and Politics in the Ancient and Modern Andes provide you with new
experience in reading through a book.

Alita Schmidt:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Heads of State: Icons, Power, and Politics in the Ancient and Modern Andes. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a
other place.
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