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In 1944, Britain led the world in electronic computing. By 1974, the British computer industry was all but
extinct. What happened in the intervening thirty years holds lessons for all postindustrial superpowers. As
Britain struggled to use technology to retain its global power, the nation's inability to manage its technical
labor force hobbled its transition into the information age.

In Programmed Inequality, Marie Hicks explores the story of labor feminization and gendered technocracy
that undercut British efforts to computerize. That failure sprang from the government's systematic neglect of
its largest trained technical workforce, simply because they were women. Women were a hidden engine of
growth in high technology from World War II to the 1960s. As computing experienced a gender flip,
becoming male-identified in the 1960s and 1970s, labor problems grew into structural ones and gender
discrimination caused the nation's largest computer user -- the civil service and sprawling public sector -- to
make decisions that were disastrous for the British computer industry and the nation as a whole.

Drawing on recently opened government files, personal interviews, and the archives of major British
computer companies, Programmed Inequality takes aim at the fiction of technological meritocracy. Hicks
explains why, even today, possessing technical skill is not enough to ensure that women will rise to the top in
science and technology fields. Programmed Inequality shows how the disappearance of women from the
field had grave macroeconomic consequences for Britain, and why the United States risks repeating those
errors in the twenty-first century.

Cover Photo: Cathy Gillespie performs the initial program load on an IBM computer at the British Central
Electricity Generating Board, c. 1970. Photo courtesy of Cathy Gillespie.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Keating:

In other case, little people like to read book Programmed Inequality: How Britain Discarded Women
Technologists and Lost Its Edge in Computing (History of Computing). You can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book Programmed
Inequality: How Britain Discarded Women Technologists and Lost Its Edge in Computing (History of
Computing). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we
can easily open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Donna Salerno:

The feeling that you get from Programmed Inequality: How Britain Discarded Women Technologists and
Lost Its Edge in Computing (History of Computing) could be the more deep you searching the information
that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be
aware of but Programmed Inequality: How Britain Discarded Women Technologists and Lost Its Edge in
Computing (History of Computing) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having
that Programmed Inequality: How Britain Discarded Women Technologists and Lost Its Edge in Computing
(History of Computing) instantly.

Richard Pascual:

Typically the book Programmed Inequality: How Britain Discarded Women Technologists and Lost Its Edge
in Computing (History of Computing) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get
a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before
write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Elizabeth Rogers:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Programmed Inequality: How Britain
Discarded Women Technologists and Lost Its Edge in Computing (History of Computing) e-book written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who
have read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your personal hunger then you still hesitation Programmed Inequality: How Britain Discarded Women
Technologists and Lost Its Edge in Computing (History of Computing) as good book not merely by the cover



but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you
so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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