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Thanks to breakthroughs in production and food science, agribusiness has been able to devise new ways to
grow more food and get it more places more quickly. There is no shortage of news items on hundreds of
thousands of hybrid poultry – each animal genetically identical to the next – packed together in megabarns,
grown out in a matter of months, then slaughtered, processed and shipped to the other side of the globe. Less
well known are the deadly pathogens mutating in, and emerging out of, these specialized agro-environments.
In fact, many of the most dangerous new diseases in humans can be traced back to such food systems, among
them Campylobacter, Nipah virus, Q fever, hepatitis E, and a variety of novel influenza variants.

                Agribusiness has known for decades that packing thousands of birds or livestock together results in
a monoculture that selects for such disease. But market economics doesn't punish the companies for growing
Big Flu – it punishes animals, the environment, consumers, and contract farmers. Alongside growing profits,
diseases are permitted to emerge, evolve, and spread with little check. “That is,” writes evolutionary
biologist Rob Wallace, “it pays to produce a pathogen that could kill a billion people.”

                In Big Farms Make Big Flu, a collection of dispatches by turns harrowing and thought-provoking,
Wallace tracks the ways influenza and other pathogens emerge from an agriculture controlled by
multinational corporations. Wallace details, with a precise and radical wit, the latest in the science of
agricultural epidemiology, while at the same time juxtaposing ghastly phenomena such as attempts at
producing featherless chickens, microbial time travel, and neoliberal Ebola. Wallace also offers sensible
alternatives to lethal agribusiness. Some, such as farming cooperatives, integrated pathogen management,
and mixed crop-livestock systems, are already in practice off the agribusiness grid.

                While many books cover facets of food or outbreaks, Wallace's collection appears the first to
explore infectious disease, agriculture, economics and the nature of science together. Big Farms Make Big
Flu integrates the political economies of disease and science to derive a new understanding of the evolution
of infections. Highly capitalized agriculture may be farming pathogens as much as chickens or corn.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Williams:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Big Farms Make Big
Flu: Dispatches on Influenza, Agribusiness, and the Nature of Science book as this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it
you know.

Kim Bogdan:

This book untitled Big Farms Make Big Flu: Dispatches on Influenza, Agribusiness, and the Nature of
Science to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you
can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it via
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Gerri Townsend:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Big Farms Make Big Flu: Dispatches on Influenza,
Agribusiness, and the Nature of Science why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding
the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Bertha Davis:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
in addition native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. With the book Big Farms Make Big Flu: Dispatches on Influenza, Agribusiness, and the Nature of
Science we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must
choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to
change your life with this book Big Farms Make Big Flu: Dispatches on Influenza, Agribusiness, and the
Nature of Science. You can more attractive than now.
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