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Henri Pirenne is best known for his provocative argument--known as the "Pirenne thesis" and familiar to all
students of medieval Europe--that it was not the invasion of the Germanic tribes that destroyed the
civilization of antiquity, but rather the closing of Mediterranean trade by Arab conquest in the seventh
century. The consequent interruption of long distance commerce accelerated the decline of the ancient cities
of Europe. Pirenne first formulated his thesis in articles and then expanded on them in Medieval Cities. In
the book Pirenne traces the growth of the medieval city from the tenth century to the twelfth, challenging
conventional wisdom by attributing the origins of medieval cities to the revival of trade. In addition, Pirenne
describes the clear role the middle class played in the development of the modern economic system and
modern culture. The "Pirenne thesis" was fully worked out in the book Mohammed and Charlemagne, which
appeared shortly after Pirenne's death.

Pirenne was one of the world's leading historians and arguably the most famous Belgium had produced.
During World War I, while teaching at the University of Ghent, he was arrested for supporting Belgium's
passive resistance and deported to Germany, where he was held from 1916 to 1918. In 1922, universities in
various parts of the United States invited him to deliver lectures: out of these lectures grew Medieval Cities,
which appeared in English translation before being published in French in 1927.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Peterson:

The guide with title Medieval Cities: Their Origins and the Revival of Trade has a lot of information that you
can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Dawne Feliciano:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
in addition to soon. The Medieval Cities: Their Origins and the Revival of Trade will give you new
experience in reading a book.

Robert Jones:

This Medieval Cities: Their Origins and the Revival of Trade is new way for you who has curiosity to look
for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Medieval Cities: Their Origins and
the Revival of Trade can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this particular
book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes
I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book
is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for.
It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as
well as knowledge.

Carlos Lauzon:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Medieval Cities: Their Origins and the Revival
of Trade was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Medieval Cities: Their
Origins and the Revival of Trade has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to
suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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