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America has had a love affair with opera in all its forms since it was first performed here in colonial times.
This book - the first comprehensive cultural and social history of musical theater in the United States -
includes vignettes of productions, personalities, audiences, and theaters throughout the country from 1735 to
the present day. John Dizikes tells how opera, steeped in European aristocratic tradition, was transplanted
into the democratic cultural environment of America. With a wealth of colorful detail, he describes how
operas were performed and received in small towns and in big cities, and he brings to life little-known people
involved with opera as well as famous ones such as Oscar Hammerstein, Jenny Lind, Gustav Mahler, Enrico
Caruso, Milton Cross, Maria Callas, and Leonard Bernstein. He tells us about the often overlooked African
American contribution to operatic history, from nineteenth-century minstrel shows to the work of Scott
Joplin and Marian Anderson, and he discusses operetta and Broadway musicals, recognized everywhere in
the world as one of the triumphs of American twentieth-century art. Dizikes considers the increasingly
diverse operatic audiences of the twentieth century, shaped by records, radio, and television, and he describes
the places where opera now flourishes - not only New York, Chicago, and San Francisco, but also St. Louis,
Boston, Dallas, Houston, Santa Fe, Seattle, and elsewhere. Generously illustrated and engagingly written, the
book is a fitting tribute to its subject - as grand and entertaining as opera itself.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Francis:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Opera in
America: A Cultural History? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various
other opinion?

Dolly Taylor:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for people. The book Opera in America: A Cultural History has been making you
to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you.
The publication Opera in America: A Cultural History is not only giving you much more new information
but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
reserve. Try to make relationship using the book Opera in America: A Cultural History. You never sense lose
out for everything when you read some books.

James Alvarez:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Opera in America: A Cultural History, you
can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Frances Coffey:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book Opera
in America: A Cultural History. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book,
it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must
aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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