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Sima Qian's vast Records of the Historian is the first comprehensive history of China and has exerted an
immense influence both upon our understanding of the Chinese past and also upon the style and structure of
subsequent Chinese historiography. In addition to his contribution as a historian, Sima Qian is a highly
significant literary figure whose writings are among the most elegant and powerful from the ancient world.
Durrant's study approaches Sima Qian's work from a literary perspective and demonstrates the relationship
between Sima's narrative of the past and his narrative of his own life. That life was a fascinating and
complex one. Enjoined by his father to complete a comprehensive history of China, Sima Qian subsequently
offended the great Emperor Wu and was sentenced to castration. Rather than take the "noble path" of suicide,
he suffered this traumatic punishment and lived on to fulfill his father's injunction-but not without emotional
scars, scars that influenced his portrayal of the Chinese past. In fact, the great Han historian's account of the
Chinese past, this study argues, is as much his story as it is history.
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From reader reviews:

James Miguel:

The ability that you get from The Cloudy Mirror: Tension and Conflict in the Writings of Sima Qian (Suny
Series, Chinese Philosophy & Culture) is a more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words
the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but The
Cloudy Mirror: Tension and Conflict in the Writings of Sima Qian (Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy &
Culture) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. That
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of The Cloudy Mirror:
Tension and Conflict in the Writings of Sima Qian (Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy & Culture) instantly.

Stephen Medley:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject The Cloudy Mirror:
Tension and Conflict in the Writings of Sima Qian (Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy & Culture) suitable to
you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Cloudy
Mirror: Tension and Conflict in the Writings of Sima Qian (Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy & Culture)is
one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained
their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This
book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented
of the world with this book.

Natalie Renz:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This The Cloudy Mirror: Tension and Conflict in the Writings of
Sima Qian (Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy & Culture) can give you a lot of friends because by you taking
a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person.
That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your
friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's
have The Cloudy Mirror: Tension and Conflict in the Writings of Sima Qian (Suny Series, Chinese
Philosophy & Culture).

Steven Young:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This e-book The Cloudy Mirror: Tension and Conflict in the Writings of Sima Qian (Suny



Series, Chinese Philosophy & Culture) was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the
book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era
like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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