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The newest book by the acclaimed author of Standard Deviations takes on luck, and all the mischief
the idea of luck can cause in our lives.

In Israel, pilot trainees who were praised for doing well subsequently performed worse, while trainees who
were yelled at for doing poorly performed better. It is an empirical fact that highly intelligent women tend to
marry men who are less intelligent. Students who get the highest scores in third grade generally get lower
scores in fourth grade.

And yet, it's wrong to conclude that screaming is not more effective in pilot training, women choose men
whose intelligence does not intimidate them, or schools are failing third graders. In fact, there's one reason
for each of these empirical facts: Statistics. Specifically, a statical concept called Regression to the Mean.

Regression to the mean seeks to explain, with statistics, the role of luck in our day to day lives. An
insufficient appreciation of luck and chance can wreak all kinds of mischief in sports, education, medicine,
business, politics, and more. It can lead us to see illness when we are not sick and to see cures when
treatments are worthless. Perfectly natural random variation can lead us to attach meaning to the
meaningless.

Freakonomics showed how economic calculations can explain seemingly counterintuitive decision-making.
Thinking, Fast and Slow, helped readers identify a host of small cognitive errors that can lead to
miscalculations and irrational thought.  In What the Luck?, statistician and author Gary Smith sets himself a
similar goal, and explains--in clear, understandable, and witty prose--how a statistical understanding of luck 
can change the way we see just about every aspect of our lives...and can help us learn to rely less on random
chance, and more on truth.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Duran:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this What the Luck?: The Surprising Role of Chance in Our
Everyday Lives.

William Holmes:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This What the Luck?: The Surprising Role of
Chance in Our Everyday Lives is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Kelly Mays:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this What the Luck?: The Surprising Role of
Chance in Our Everyday Lives book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details
in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Bonnie Howe:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This What the Luck?: The Surprising Role of Chance in
Our Everyday Lives can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have
point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have What the
Luck?: The Surprising Role of Chance in Our Everyday Lives.
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