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The cultural battle known as the Quarrel of the Ancients and Moderns served as a sly cover for more deeply
opposed views about the value of literature and the arts. One of the most public controversies of early
modern Europe, the Quarrel has most often been depicted as pitting antiquarian conservatives against the
insurgent critics of established authority. The Shock of the Ancient turns the canonical vision of those events
on its head by demonstrating how the defenders of Greek literature—rather than clinging to an outmoded
tradition—celebrated the radically different practices of the ancient world.

At a time when the constraints of decorum and the politics of French absolutism quashed the expression of
cultural differences, the ancient world presented a disturbing face of otherness. Larry F. Norman explores
how the authoritative status of ancient Greek texts allowed them to justify literary depictions of the
scandalous. The Shock of the Ancient surveys the diverse array of aesthetic models presented in these ancient
works and considers how they both helped to undermine the rigid codes of neoclassicism and paved the way
for the innovative philosophies of the Enlightenment. Broadly appealing to students of European literature,
art history, and philosophy, this book is an important contribution to early modern literary and cultural
debates.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Woodruff:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Shock of the Ancient: Literature
and History in Early Modern France will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading the book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or ideal book with you?

Elliott Salazar:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular The Shock of the
Ancient: Literature and History in Early Modern France book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Amber Payne:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Shock of the Ancient: Literature and
History in Early Modern France is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Marvis Byrnes:

Often the book The Shock of the Ancient: Literature and History in Early Modern France has a lot info on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can
find the point easily after reading this book.
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