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Argues convincingly, if counterintuitively, that modern medicine has little impact on longevity or mortality.

In this thought-provoking book, sociologists Gerald E. Markle and Frances B. McCrea ask what would
happen if Western medicine were to disappear. Using a rigorous and imaginative method—a thought
experiment—Markle and McCrea evaluate medicine’s impact on mortality and our national health. They
examine various aspects of medicine, such as primary care, surgery, emergency medicine, pharmaceuticals,
and mental illness treatment, and convincingly point out the problems that health care actually causes.
Supporting their ideas with statistics and studies from medical and social science literature, Markle and
McCrea argue that the medical model, despite its tremendous budget and hype, accomplishes far less than
most would think. Their conclusions should promote critical review and lively discussion among medical
consumers as well as among health care professionals and policy makers.

“…the authors’ analyses may well prove eye-opening and instructive for all consumers of heath care … the
book is lively, engaging, determinedly provocative, and invaluable in assessing not only of our public health
care expenditures, but of our private, individual health care decisions.” — Metapsychology

“A very fast, entertaining, and provocative read.” — Allan Mazur, author of Biosociology of Dominance and
Deference

Gerald E. Markle is Professor of Sociology at Western Michigan University and the author of Meditations of
a Holocaust Traveler, also published by SUNY Press.

Frances B. McCrea is Professor of Sociology at Grand Valley State University. Together, they are the
coauthors of Minutes to Midnight: Nuclear Weapons Protest in America.
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From reader reviews:

Brett Baker:

This What If Medicine Disappeared? book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh,
you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of
What If Medicine Disappeared? without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry What If Medicine Disappeared? can bring if you are and
not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop
even mobile phone. This What If Medicine Disappeared? having very good arrangement in word and layout,
so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Samantha Peay:

What If Medicine Disappeared? can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing What If Medicine Disappeared?
nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial considering.

Gordon Miller:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The What If
Medicine Disappeared? offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Darren Reid:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book What If Medicine Disappeared? was colourful and
of course has pictures around. As we know that book What If Medicine Disappeared? has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read
and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading that.
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