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John C. Calhoun (1782–1850), the South Carolinian who served as a congressman, a senator, and the seventh
vice president of the United States, is best known for his role in southern resistance to abolition and his
doctrine of state nullification. But he was also an accomplished political thinker, articulating the theory of
the “concurrent majority.” This theory, John G. Grove contends, is a rare example of American political
thought resting on classical assumptions about human nature and political life. By tracing Calhoun’s ideas
over the course of his political career, Grove unravels the relationship between the theory of the concurrent
majority and civic harmony, constitutional reform, and American slavery. In doing so, Grove distinguishes
Calhoun’s political philosophy from his practical, political commitment to states’ rights and slavery, and
identifies his ideas as a genuinely classical form of republicanism that focuses on the political nature of
mankind, public virtue, and civic harmony.

Man was a social creature, Calhoun argued, and the role of government was to maximize society’s ability to
thrive. The requirements of social harmony, not abstract individual rights, were therefore the foundation of
political order. Hence the concurrent majority permitted the unique elements in any given society to pursue
their interests as long as these did not damage the whole society; it forced rulers to act in the interest of the
whole. John C. Calhoun’s Theory of Republicanism offers a close analysis of the historical development of
this idea from a basic, inherited republican ideology into a well-defined political theory. In the process, this
book demonstrates that Calhoun’s infamous defense of American slavery, while unwavering, was
intellectually shallow and, in some ways, contradicted his highly developed political theory.
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From reader reviews:

Paulette Cantu:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this John C. Calhoun's
Theory of Republicanism (American Political Thought) book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Alexander Macdougall:

The experience that you get from John C. Calhoun's Theory of Republicanism (American Political Thought)
will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but John C. Calhoun's Theory of
Republicanism (American Political Thought) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author
of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this kind of John C. Calhoun's Theory of Republicanism (American Political
Thought) instantly.

Thomas Moore:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
actually John C. Calhoun's Theory of Republicanism (American Political Thought).

Andrea Lampkin:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This guide John C. Calhoun's Theory of Republicanism (American Political
Thought) was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get
book you wanted.
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