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Stately Bodies explores the curious prevalence of bodily metaphors in conceptions of noncorporeal
institutions: the state, the law, and politics itself. The book builds on work from Adriana Cavarero's well-
received study, In Spite of Plato: A Feminist Rewriting of Ancient Philosophy. In that work Cavarero--as
political theorist, philosopher, classicist, and close reader--examines literary and philosophical texts from
Greek antiquity to modern to reveal the paradox that characterizes notions of the "body politic" in Western
political philosophy.
She examines bodily metaphor in political discourse and in fictional depictions of politics, including
Sophocles' Antigone, Plato's Timaeus, Livy, John of Salisbury, Shakespeare's Hamlet, and Hobbes'
Leviathan. An appendix explores two texts by women that disrupt these notions: Maria Zambrano's Tomb of
Antigone and Ingeborg Bachmann's Undine Goes.
Cavarero exposes the problematic nature of the mind/body dualism that has been essential in Western
thought. Her insight that the expelled, depoliticized body is a female one becomes an instrument for
decoding many paradoxical tropes of the political body. For instance, Cavarero revisits Antigone as the
tragedy in which a body that is displaced, bleeding, and matrilinear allows the construction of a political
order where misogynous rationality rules. Throughout the book, Cavarero argues that women have been cast
by male thinkers into the realm of the corporeal as nonpolitical, and also suggests that this nonpolitical
position is also a source of knowledge and power, that politics is a masculine pursuit that should not be
admired or envied.
Adriana Cavarero is Professor of Philosophy, University of Verona, and frequently is Visiting Professor.
New York University. Her books Relating Narratives: Storytelling and Selfhood and In Spite of Plato: A
Feminist Rewriting of Ancient Philosophy were published by Routledge.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Hodges:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book.
These are reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you will want this Stately Bodies: Literature, Philosophy, and the Question
of Gender (The Body, In Theory: Histories of Cultural Materialism).

Brandon Riddle:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Stately Bodies: Literature,
Philosophy, and the Question of Gender (The Body, In Theory: Histories of Cultural Materialism). All type
of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

George Hale:

Here thing why that Stately Bodies: Literature, Philosophy, and the Question of Gender (The Body, In
Theory: Histories of Cultural Materialism) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through
a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as
food or not. Stately Bodies: Literature, Philosophy, and the Question of Gender (The Body, In Theory:
Histories of Cultural Materialism) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any
book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Stately Bodies: Literature, Philosophy, and the
Question of Gender (The Body, In Theory: Histories of Cultural Materialism). It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly
can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Stately
Bodies: Literature, Philosophy, and the Question of Gender (The Body, In Theory: Histories of Cultural
Materialism) in e-book can be your alternative.

Linda Bryant:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be examine. Stately Bodies: Literature, Philosophy, and the Question of Gender (The Body, In Theory:



Histories of Cultural Materialism) can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short extra
time problems.
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