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Controversy over the role of human activity in causing climate change is pervasive in contemporary society.
But, as Anya Zilberstein shows in this work, debates about the politics and science of climate are nothing
new. Indeed, they began as early as the settlement of English colonists in North America, well before the age
of industrialization.

In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, many early Americans believed that human activity and
population growth were essential to moderating the harsh extremes of cold and heat in the New World. In the
preindustrial British settler colonies in particular, it was believed that the right kinds of people were agents of
climate warming and that this was a positive and deliberate goal of industrious activity, rather than an
unintended and lamentable side effect of development. A Temperate Empire explores the ways that colonists
studied and tried to remake local climates in New England and Nova Scotia according to their plans for
settlement and economic growth. For colonial officials, landowners, naturalists, and other elites, the frigid,
long winters and short, muggy summers were persistent sources of anxiety. These early Americans became
intensely interested in reimagining and reducing their vulnerability to the climate. Linking climate to race,
they assured would-be migrants that hardy Europeans were already habituated to the severe northern weather
and Caribbean migrants' temperaments would be improved by it. Even more, they drew on a widespread
understanding of a reciprocal relationship between a mild climate and the prosperity of empire, promoting
the notion that land cultivation and the expansion of colonial farms would increasingly moderate the climate.
One eighteenth-century naturalist observed that European settlement and industry had already brought about
a "more temperate, uniform, and equal" climate worldwide-a forecast of a permanent, global warming that
was wholeheartedly welcomed.

Illuminating scientific arguments that once celebrated the impact of economic activities on environmental
change, A Temperate Empire showcases an imperial, colonial, and early American history of climate change.
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From reader reviews:

David Pell:

The book A Temperate Empire: Making Climate Change in Early America give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book A
Temperate Empire: Making Climate Change in Early America to become your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like available and read a e-book A Temperate Empire: Making Climate Change in Early
America. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how
do you think about this book?

Mike Munguia:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this A
Temperate Empire: Making Climate Change in Early America, you are able to tells your family, friends and
also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Virginia Cherry:

The reserve with title A Temperate Empire: Making Climate Change in Early America includes a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new
information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era
of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Mindy Munson:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
known as of book A Temperate Empire: Making Climate Change in Early America. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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