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From the school yard to the workplace, there’s no charge more damning than “You’re being unfair!” Born
out of democracy and raised in open markets, fairness has become our de facto modern creed. The very
symbol of American ethics—Lady Justice—wears a blindfold as she weighs the law on her impartial scale.
In our zealous pursuit of fairness, we have banished our urges to like one person more than another, one
thing over another, hiding them away as dirty secrets of our humanity. In Against Fairness, polymath
philosopher Stephen T. Asma drags them triumphantly back into the light. Through playful, witty, but
always serious arguments and examples, he vindicates our unspoken and undeniable instinct to favor,
making the case that we would all be better off if we showed our unfair tendencies a little more
kindness—indeed, if we favored favoritism.
 
Conscious of the egalitarian feathers his argument is sure to ruffle, Asma makes his point by synthesizing a
startling array of scientific findings, historical philosophies, cultural practices, analytic arguments, and a
variety of personal and literary narratives to give a remarkably nuanced and thorough understanding of how
fairness and favoritism fit within our moral architecture. Examining everything from the survival-enhancing
biochemistry that makes our mothers love us to the motivating properties of our “affective community,” he
not only shows how we favor but the reasons we should. Drawing on thinkers from Confucius to Tocqueville
to Nietzsche, he reveals how we have confused fairness with more noble traits, like compassion and open-
mindedness. He dismantles a number of seemingly egalitarian pursuits, from classwide Valentine’s Day
cards to civil rights, to reveal the envy that lies at their hearts, going on to prove that we can still be kind to
strangers, have no prejudice, and fight for equal opportunity at the same time we reserve the best of what we
can offer for those dearest to us.
 
Fed up with the blue-ribbons-for-all absurdity of "fairness" today, and wary of the psychological paralysis it
creates, Asma resets our moral compass with favoritism as its lodestar, providing a strikingly new and
remarkably positive way to think through all our actions, big and small.

Watch an animated book trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GjPhTQ9zi5Q
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Grinder:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Against Fairness. Try to stumble through book Against Fairness as
your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Brandon Huff:

The book Against Fairness make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more
increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your
subject. If you can make looking at a book Against Fairness to become your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like start and read a guide Against Fairness. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Frank Botelho:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to
answer that question since just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Against Fairness
to read.

Richard Dike:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you that Against Fairness book as nice and
daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.
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