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Celebrity Gods explores the interaction of new religions and the media in postwar Japan. It focuses on the
leaders and founders (ky?s?) of Jiu and Tensh? K?tai Jing? Ky?, two new religions of Japan’s immediate
postwar period that received substantial press attention. Jiu was linked to the popular prewar group
?motoky?, and its activities were based on the millennial visions of its leader, a woman called Jik?son. When
Jiu attracted the legendary sumo champion Futabayama to its cause, Jik?son and her activities became a
widely-covered cause célèbre in the press. Tensh? K?tai Jing? Ky? (labeled odoru sh?ky?, “the dancing
religion,” by the press) was led by a farmer’s wife, Kitamura Sayo. Her uncompromising vision and actions
toward creating a new society?one that was far removed from what she described as the “maggot world” of
postwar Japan?drew harsh and often mocking criticism from the print media.

Looking back for precursors to the postwar relationship of new religions and media, Benjamin Dorman
explores the significant role that the Japanese media traditionally played in defining appropriate and
acceptable social behavior, acting at times as mouthpieces for government and religious authorities. Using
the cases of Renmonky? in the Meiji era and ?motoky? in the Taish? and Sh?wa eras, Dorman shows how
accumulated images of new religions in pre-1945 Japan became absorbed into those of the immediate
postwar period. Given the lack of formal religious education in Japan, the media played an important role in
transmitting notions of acceptable behavior to the public. He goes on to characterize the leaders of these
groups as “celebrity gods,” demonstrating that the media, which were generally untrained in religious history
or ideas, chose to fashion them as “celebrities” whose antics deserved derision. While the prewar media had
presented other ky?s? as the antithesis of decent, moral citizens who stood in opposition to the aims of the
state, postwar media reports presented them primarily as unfit for democratic society.

Celebrity Gods delves into an under-studied era of religious history: the Allied Occupation and the postwar
period up to the early 1950s. It is an important interdisciplinary work that considers relations between
Japanese and Occupation bureaucracies and the groups in question, and uses primary source documents from
Occupation archives and interviews with media workers and members of religious groups. For observers of
postwar Japan, this research provides a roadmap to help understand issues relating to the Aum Shinriky?
affair of the 1990s.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Araiza:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Celebrity Gods:
New Religions, Media, and Authority in Occupied Japan (Nanzan Library of Asian Religion and Culture)
suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled
Celebrity Gods: New Religions, Media, and Authority in Occupied Japan (Nanzan Library of Asian Religion
and Culture)is the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to.
The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core
of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world on this book.

Janice Perry:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this Celebrity Gods: New
Religions, Media, and Authority in Occupied Japan (Nanzan Library of Asian Religion and Culture).

Herman Deans:

The book with title Celebrity Gods: New Religions, Media, and Authority in Occupied Japan (Nanzan
Library of Asian Religion and Culture) has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of
gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read
the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Robin Bone:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media.
You can choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
named of book Celebrity Gods: New Religions, Media, and Authority in Occupied Japan (Nanzan Library of
Asian Religion and Culture). You can add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could
add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It
can bring you from one spot to other place.
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