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Foreword by Bruce McCormack

For many students of Scripture and Christian theology, Karl Barth's break with liberalism is the most
important event that has occurred in theology in over 200 years. In Karl Barth's Theological Exegesis
Richard E. Burnett provides the first detailed look at this watershed event, showing how Barth read the Bible
before and after his break with liberalism, how he came to read the Bible differently than most of his
contemporaries, and why Barth's contribution is still significant today.

As Burnett explains, the crux of Barth's legacy is his abandonment of the hermeneutical tradition of
Schleiermacher, which had had such a profound influence on Christian thought in the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries. This hermeneutical tradition, which began with Herder and extended through Dilthey,
Troeltsch, Wobbermin, Wernle, and Barth himself prior to 1915, is characterized by its attempt to integrate
broad aspects of interpretation, to establish universally valid rules of interpretation on the basis of a general
anthropology, and by its reliance on empathy.

Barth's discovery that "the being of God is the hermeneutical problem" implied that the object to be known
should determine the way taken in knowing. This fundamental insight brought about a hermeneutical
revolution that gave priority to content over method, to actual exegesis over hermeneutical theory. The
development of Barth's new approach to Scripture is especially evident in his Römerbrief period, during
which he developed a set of principles for properly reading Scripture. Burnett focuses on these principles,
which have never been discussed at length or viewed specifically in relationship to Schleiermacher, and
presents a study that challenges both "neo-orthodox" and "postmodern" readings of Barth.

This is a crucial piece of scholarship. Not only is it the first major book in English on Barth's hermeneutics,
but it also employs pioneering research in Barth studies. Burnett includes in his discussion important
material only recently discovered in Switzerland and made available here in English for the first time --
namely, six preface drafts that Barth wrote for his famous Romans commentary, which some regard as the
greatest theological work of all time.

In making a major contribution to Barth studies, this volume will also inform scholars, pastors, and students
whose interests range from modern Christian theology to the history of biblical interpretation.
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From reader reviews:

Dora Gourley:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Karl Barth's Theological Exegesis: The Hermeneutical
Principles of the Romerbrief Period. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that
we know about how is important a book Karl Barth's Theological Exegesis: The Hermeneutical Principles of
the Romerbrief Period. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book.
You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Sally Rose:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this Karl Barth's
Theological Exegesis: The Hermeneutical Principles of the Romerbrief Period.

Tony Reed:

The reason? Because this Karl Barth's Theological Exegesis: The Hermeneutical Principles of the
Romerbrief Period is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but
latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write
the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going
to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were
being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Elizabeth McNeal:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of
news. In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or



just looking for the Karl Barth's Theological Exegesis: The Hermeneutical Principles of the Romerbrief
Period when you required it?
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