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The Rum Diary was begun in 1959 by then-twenty-two-year-old Hunter S. Thompson. It was his first novel,
and he told his friend, the author William Kennedy, that The Rum Diary would "in a twisted way...do for San
Juan what Ernest Hemingway's The Sun Also Rises did for Paris." In Paul Kemp, the novel's hero, there are
echoes of the young Thompson, who was himself honing his wildly musical writing style as one of the "ill-
tempered wandering rabble" on staff at the San Juan Daily News at the time. "I shared a dark suspicion,"
Kemp says, "that the life we were leading was a lost cause, we were all actors, kidding ourselves along on a
senseless odyssey. It was the tension between these two poles -- a restless idealism on one hand and a sense
of impending doom on the other -- that kept me going."

The Rum Diary is a brilliantly tangled love story of jealousy, treachery & violent alcoholic lust in the
Caribbean boomtown that was San Juan, Puerto Rico, in the late 1950s. "It was a gold rush," says the author.
"There were naked people everywhere and we all had credit."

Puerto Rico was an unspoiled tropical paradise in those years -- before Castro, before JFK, before civil rights
& moonwalks & flower power & Vietnam & protests & even before drugs -- but the San Juan Daily News
was a vortex & a snakepit of all the corrupt new schemes & plots & greedmongers who swarmed in. Paul
Kemp, The Rum Diary's narrator, speaks for the unfocused angst of those times: "In a sense I was one of
them -- more competent than some and more stable than others -- and in the years that carried that ragged
banner I was seldom unemployed. Sometimes I worked for three newspapers at once. I wrote ad copy for
new casinos and bowling alleys, I was a consultant for the cockfighting syndicate, an utterly corrupt high-
end restaurant critic, a yachting photographer and a routine victim of police brutality. It was a greedy life and
I was good at it. I made some interesting friends, had enough money to get around, and learned a lot about
the world that I could never have learned in any other way."
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From reader reviews:

Pedro Engle:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this The Rum Diary: The Long Lost Novel, you can tells your family, friends and soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Luther Brown:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their friend.
Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read the book. It is
really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a guide. The book The Rum Diary: The Long Lost Novel it is extremely good to read. There are a lot
of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Cindy Johnson:

The reason? Because this The Rum Diary: The Long Lost Novel is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content
within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give
you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Jose Chapman:

You will get this The Rum Diary: The Long Lost Novel by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by means
of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It
is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct
ways for you.
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