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In these immaculately crafted stories inspired by the 1980s, Philip Dean Walker spotlights a cast of
celebrities and historical figures in situations unsettling as Day-Glo and poignant as roses while the
specter of AIDS looms.

"This highly original meditation on the '80s is like nothing else you've read. Dead celebrities are brought
back to life in the oddest places: Jackie O in a New York sex club, Princess Di in a London drag bar, Rock
Hudson at the White House. Plus Sylvester, Halston and Liza, Keith Haring, Madonna, and, best of all, an
anonymous narrator who notices that only good-looking guys in New York are getting the new gay cancer.
Odd conjunctions, great wit, and the shadow of AIDS make these stories deceptively light and strangely
disturbing."

--Andrew Holleran, author of Dancer from the Dance

"In his debut collection At Danceteria and Other Stories, Philip Dean Walker writes with a kind of savage
nostalgia, one that knows the past was not prettier or glitzier or more fabulous--only more terrifying. Set in
the early 1980s, when the word 'queer' was still an insult and when doctors and nurses invented their own
names for the mysterious disease killing beautiful young men, At Danceteria and Other Stories brutally
exposes how what we don't know about ourselves can kill us. Walker's writing is vivid, electric and
devastating."

--Stephanie Grant, author of The Passion of Alice

"These stories--so funny and inventive, so merciless, smart, and affecting--are like no others I know,
populated with American celebutantes, like Liza Minnelli, Jackie Kennedy, and Little Edie Beale, and
punctuated by an abiding American loneliness that has the power to break one's heart. Walker's stories are
fully, fully alive."

--Richard McCann, author of Mother of Sorrows

"At a time when many young gay writers are forgetting their queer lineage, Philip Dean Walker comes along
and schools us with his debut short story collection. Here is Halston, Liza, and Warhol at Studio 54; here is a
drag queen who rivals Josephine Baker's star appeal; and here is, in Walker's words, the boy who lived next
to the boys next door, dead during the early plague years, but resurrected through Walker's alluring prose,
prose that renders the past our present. These stories are clever and do not apologize for their cleverness, like
Rock Hudson, who explains here, 'Handsome men know they're handsome. There was no reason to be coy or
overly modest about it--that kind of thing just reeked of phoniness to him.' Phony, these stories are not. From
the Castro to Grey Gardens, I travelled gleefully alongside Walker in At Danceteria and Other Stories, and
am only disappointed the journey had to end."

--D. Gilson, author of I Will Say This Exactly One Time: Essays



"Reading Philip Dean Walker is like being swept into the defiantly glittering rooms of tragedy-darkened
souls. Walker's At Danceteria and Other Stories testifies to the tart-tongued power of language to resurrect
and witness, in tales that are screamingly funny and hauntingly sad. His men and women radiate an alluring
self-awareness and fallibility that touches our deepest places."

--Elise Levine, author of Driving Men Mad
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Evans:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this At
Danceteria and Other Stories.

Helen McCleary:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving At Danceteria and Other Stories
that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the
world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction
of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you
who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good
habit, it is possible to pick At Danceteria and Other Stories become your starter.

Carolyn Foley:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this At Danceteria and Other Stories
publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing
skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty At Danceteria and Other Stories as good book
not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by
its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Annie Hiatt:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book At Danceteria and Other Stories to make
your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book
and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside
that the guide At Danceteria and Other Stories can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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