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A fascinating document of an extraordinary life, Memoirs of A Breton Peasant reads with the liveliness of a
novel and bristles with the vigor of an opinionated autodidact from the very lowest level of peasant society.
Brittany during the nineteenth century was a place seemingly frozen in the Middle Ages, backwards by most
French standards; formal education among rural society was either unavailable or dismissed as unnecessary,
while the church and local myth defined most people's reasoning and motivation. Jean-Marie Déguignet is
unique not only as a literate Breton peasant, but in his skepticism for the church, his interest in science,
astronomy and languages, and for his keen—often caustic—observations of the world and people around
him.

Born into rural poverty in 1834, Déguignet escapes Brittany by joining the French Army in 1854, and over
the next fourteen years he fights in the Crimean war, attends Napoleon III’s coronation ceremonies, supports
Italy’s liberation struggle, and defends the hapless French puppet emperor Maximilian in Mexico. He teaches
himself Latin, French, Italian and Spanish and reads extensively on history, philosophy, politics, and
literature. He returns home to live as a farmer and tobacco-seller, eventually falling back into dire poverty.
Throughout the tale, Deguignet’s freethinking, almost anarchic views put him ahead of his time and often
(sadly, for him) out of step with his contemporaries.

Déguignet’s voluminous journals (nearly 4,000 pages in total) were discovered in a farmhouse in Brittany a
century after they were written. This narrative was drawn from them and became a surprise bestseller when
published in France in 1998.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Brown:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while
is reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of
Memoirs of a Breton Peasant book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Jessica Hurst:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lots of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is Memoirs of a Breton Peasant.

Donna Graham:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Memoirs of a Breton Peasant that
give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the
world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It
can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Memoirs of a Breton Peasant become your own personal starter.

Barbara Watson:

This Memoirs of a Breton Peasant is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for
you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts
accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea
hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but
tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Memoirs of a Breton Peasant in your
hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that
offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?
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