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"It took me a long time and most of the world to learn what I know about love and fate and the choices we
make, but the heart of it came to me in an instant, while I was chained to a wall and being tortured."

So begins this epic, mesmerizing first novel by Gregory David Roberts, set in the underworld of
contemporary Bombay. Shantaram is narrated by Lin, an escaped convict with a false passport who flees
maximum security prison in Australia for the teeming streets of a city where he can disappear.

Accompanied by his guide and faithful friend, Prabaker, the two enter Bombay's hidden society of beggars
and gangsters, prostitutes and holy men, soldiers and actors, and Indians and exiles from other countries,
who seek in this remarkable place what they cannot find elsewhere.

As a hunted man without a home, family, or identity, Lin searches for love and meaning while running a
clinic in one of the city's poorest slums, and serving his apprenticeship in the dark arts of the Bombay mafia.
The search leads him to war, prison torture, murder, and a series of enigmatic and bloody betrayals. The keys
to unlock the mysteries and intrigues that bind Lin are held by two people. The first is Khader Khan: mafia
godfather, criminal-philosopher-saint, and mentor to Lin in the underworld of the Golden City. The second is
Karla: elusive, dangerous, and beautiful, whose passions are driven by secrets that torment her and yet give
her a terrible power.

Burning slums and five-star hotels, romantic love and prison agonies, criminal wars and Bollywood films,
spiritual gurus and mujaheddin guerrillas---this huge novel has the world of human experience in its reach,
and a passionate love for India at its heart. Based on the life of the author, it is by any measure the debut of
an extraordinary voice in literature.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Weatherby:

This Shantaram: A Novel book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data
which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That Shantaram: A Novel without we
understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be
worry Shantaram: A Novel can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves'
turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Shantaram: A Novel
having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

John Oliver:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Shantaram: A Novel is kind of
e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Kristopher Sutherland:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Shantaram: A Novel why because the excellent cover that
make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Christopher Rangel:

The book untitled Shantaram: A Novel contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea
with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy
to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary
works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can
read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.
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