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This collection of over 350 letters written by William Beckford to his bookseller George Clarke over the
years 1830 to 1834, gives a vivid picture of the insatiable connoisseur in the act of gathering the books and
prints that ultimately became part of the library of the Duke of Hamilton, sold in 1882. This correspondence,
with the addition of Clarke’s own letters to Beckford, constitutes the most complete documentary record of
Beckford’s collecting habits and literary pursuits in existence. They are significant as historical documents
that guide the reader into the golden age of the London book trade with its array of wealthy collectors,
publishing houses, auction firms, book and print dealers. They also shed light on the negotiations with the
publisher Richard Bentley for the publication of Italy; with Sketches of Spain and Portugal and trace the
anxiety Beckford experienced in his fruitless efforts to sell the Episodes of Vathek. The editor’s explanatory
notes are comprehensive, revealing Beckford’s enthusiasms and the fury of his attack against competitors in
the field. The Consummate Collector will be warmly received by bibliophiles, historians, and readers
interested in one of the most fascinating men of his time.
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From reader reviews:

Carmen Fields:

Often the book The Consummate Collector: William Beckford's Letters to His Bookseller will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Consummate
Collector: William Beckford's Letters to His Bookseller is much recommended to you you just read. You can
also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

James Vera:

Often the book The Consummate Collector: William Beckford's Letters to His Bookseller has a lot details on
it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Shawn Jones:

The Consummate Collector: William Beckford's Letters to His Bookseller can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The
Consummate Collector: William Beckford's Letters to His Bookseller however doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it.
This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Ruth Hill:

This The Consummate Collector: William Beckford's Letters to His Bookseller is great publication for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can
declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having The Consummate Collector: William Beckford's Letters to His Bookseller in your hand
like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you
world within ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book.
Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?
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