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Schwarz, founder of the groundbreaking Citizen Schools program, shares his vision for reducing
inequality by pairing successful adults with low-income students.
 
Parental wealth now predicts adult success more than at any point in the last hundred years. And yet as
debates about education rage on, and wealth-based achievement gaps grow, too many people fix the blame
on one of two convenient scapegoats: poverty or our public schools. But in fact, low-income kids are
learning more now than ever before. The real culprit for rising inequality, Eric Schwarz argues in The
Opportunity Equation, is that wealthier kids are learning much, much more—mostly outside of school. In
summer camps, robotics competitions, sessions with private tutors, and conversations around the dinner
table, children from more affluent families build the skills and social networks that propel them to success.
 
In The Opportunity Equation, Schwarz tells the story of how he founded the pioneering Citizen Schools
program to combat rising inequality by bringing these same opportunities to children who don’t have access
to them. By increasing learning time in schools and harnessing the power of an army of volunteers with
various skills and professional backgrounds—lawyers, engineers, carpenters, journalists, nonprofit leaders,
and grandmothers who sew—Citizen Schools offers after-school apprenticeships that provide the building
blocks for adult success.
 
Recounting the triumphs and setbacks he’s encountered in implementing the program, Schwarz shows that
some of the nation’s lowest-performing schools in its lowest-income cities can, with help, provide their
students with many of the same experiences wealthy communities afford to their children. The results have
been proven: in the dozen school districts, from New York to Oakland, that have partnered with Citizen
Schools, rates of attendance, proficiency, graduation, and college acceptance have gone up—and the
achievement gap closes.
 
At a time when many stakeholders in the education debates are looking for new, silver-bullet shortcuts to
educational excellence, Schwarz shows that the best solution is human-centered, rooted in the American
tradition of citizen voluntarism, and, most important, achievable. We can provide quality education for all
students and close the opportunity gap in this country—and we can do it together.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Delatorre:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title The Opportunity
Equation: How Citizen Teachers Are Combating the Achievement Gap in America's Schools suitable to you?
The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled The Opportunity
Equation: How Citizen Teachers Are Combating the Achievement Gap in America's Schoolsis one of several
books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read
this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book
will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this
book.

Michael Kelly:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
in addition to soon. The The Opportunity Equation: How Citizen Teachers Are Combating the Achievement
Gap in America's Schools provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Kenneth Allen:

You can get this The Opportunity Equation: How Citizen Teachers Are Combating the Achievement Gap in
America's Schools by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve
issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or
printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking
from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to
get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

David McCabe:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful pictures
on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,



this The Opportunity Equation: How Citizen Teachers Are Combating the Achievement Gap in America's
Schools can make you experience more interested to read.
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