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An excerpt from the beginning…

There is a noble poem by Carducci, Per il monumento di Dante a Trento (written in 1896), in which the soul
of the Divine Poet soars up after death to the gate of Purgatory, impelled by conscience to seek the expiation
of his pride before passing into the bliss of Paradise. A voice from on high tells him that the spiritual world
of his vision has passed away, but God has consigned Italy to his charge ; he is to watch over her destiny as a
guardian spirit through the centuries, until the fullness of the times shall come:—

"Ed or s' è fermo, e par ch'aspetti, a Trento."

The national idea came to Dante as part of that essential continuity between ancient Rome and modem Italy
which is the key to Italian civilization. Virgil himself had defined the national aspirations of Italians
throughout the centuries, when he placed upon the lips of Aeneas the pregnant words: Italiam quaero
patriam. There was never a time, from the day on which a barbarian conqueror dethroned the last of the old
Roman emperors in the west to that on which Victor Emanuel assumed the crown of the united modem
kingdom, when Italy — in the notorious phrase of Metternich — was "a mere geographical expression."
From the writers of ancient Rome the Italians of the early Middle Ages had inherited the conception of the
Italy of classical literature, whose glories and beauties, whose ancient gods and heroes, had been sung by
Virgil and Horace — the Italy which, through the Roman Empire, had given the Latin civilization to the
nations whom she united in the Roman Peace. The continuity of the Latin tradition in Italy, kept alive by the
grammarians and rhetoricians, by the study of the classics and of Roman law, preserved this conception of an
ideal Italian unity after the political unity had been torn to pieces as the result of the Langobard conquest.

We find Italia in this sense in the letters of Gregory the Great at the very beginning of the Middle Ages,
when the political dissolution of the peninsula had but just begun. An anonymous writer of Ravenna, at the
end of the seventh century, speaks of that patria nobilissima quae dicitur Italia. There was a notably strong
sense of Latin continuity in the eleventh and twelfth centuries; the new, vigorous, many-sided life and
activity of the communes was, in part, a conscious renovation in the Italian cities of the spirit of ancient
Rome. Thus, the anonymous poet, who celebrates the victory of the Pisans over the Saracens on the African
coast in 1088, begins by uniting this new glory of Pisa with the deeds of the Romans of old:—

"Inclytorum Pisanorum scripturus historiam,
antiquorum Romanorum renovo memoriam;
nam extendit modo Pisa laudem admirabilem,
quam olim recepit Roma vincendo Carthaginem."

And he calls upon not only Pisa, but all Italy, to weep for the fallen hero, Ugo Visconti.
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From reader reviews:

James Rose:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this The National Idea in Italian
Literature (Manchester University Lectures) (Volume 22) book because book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Emil Townsend:

The knowledge that you get from The National Idea in Italian Literature (Manchester University Lectures)
(Volume 22) is the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The National Idea in Italian
Literature (Manchester University Lectures) (Volume 22) giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author
of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having that The National Idea in Italian Literature (Manchester University Lectures)
(Volume 22) instantly.

James Hopwood:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The National Idea
in Italian Literature (Manchester University Lectures) (Volume 22) that give your enjoyment preference will
be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be
success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick The
National Idea in Italian Literature (Manchester University Lectures) (Volume 22) become your current
starter.

Joan McCorkle:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The National Idea in Italian Literature
(Manchester University Lectures) (Volume 22) is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can
buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart



phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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