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Economists use the term "bandwagon effect" to describe the benefit a consumer enjoys as a result of others'
using the same product or service. The history of videocassettes offers a striking example of the power of
bandwagon effects. Originally there were two technical standards for videocassettes in the United States:
Beta and VHS. Beta was widely regarded to have better picture quality, but VHS could record longer
television programs. Eventually the selection of Beta cassettes shrank to zero, leaving consumers no choice
but to get on the VHS bandwagon. The most successful bandwagon, apart from telephone service, is the
Internet.

In this book, Jeffrey Rohlfs shows how the dynamics of bandwagons differ from those of conventional
products and services. They are difficult to get started and often fail before getting under way. A classic
example of a marketing failure is the Picturephone, introduced by the Bell System in the early 1970s. Rohlfs
describes the fierce battles waged by competitors when new services are introduced, as well as cases of early
agreement on a single technical standard, as with CDs and CD players. He also discusses the debate among
economists and policy analysts over the advantages and disadvantages of having governments set technical
standards. The case studies include fax machines, telephones, CD players, VCRs, personal computers,
television, and the Internet.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Farrell:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this Bandwagon Effects in High Technology Industries (MIT Press), you are able to tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
guide.

Kyle Gill:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Bandwagon Effects in High Technology Industries (MIT
Press) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint
you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Ann Mickey:

Beside this particular Bandwagon Effects in High Technology Industries (MIT Press) in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have Bandwagon Effects in High Technology Industries (MIT Press)
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what
it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find
this book and also read it from currently!

Marilyn Chambers:

You will get this Bandwagon Effects in High Technology Industries (MIT Press) by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this
book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-



book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.
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