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Many autobiographers share profound questions about human life with their readers—questions like: To
what extent was my life imposed on me? To what extent did I bring it about through particular choices and
actions, through the activity of my own will? Indeed, the issue of the will is central to autobiographical
writing, and some of the greatest autobiographies give extended consideration to the will—its nature; its
powers; its limitations; the forms of freedom, constraint, and expression it finds in various cultures; its role in
particular human lives.

In this new study, unprecedented in subject and scope, Richard Freadman offers the first sustained account of
how changing theological, philosophical, and psychological accounts of the human will have been reflected
in the writing of autobiography, and of how autobiography in its turn has helped shape various
understandings of the will. Early chapters trace narrative representations of the will from antiquity (the
Greeks and Augustine) to postmodernism (Derrida and Barthes), with particular emphasis on late
modernity's culture of the will. Later chapters then present detailed and powerfully original readings of
autobiographical texts by Louis Althusser, Roland Barthes, B. F. Skinner, Ernest Hemingway, Simone de
Beauvoir, Arthur Koestler, Stephen Spender, and Diana Trilling.

Freadman's interdisciplinary approach to autobiography and the will includes a theoretical defense of the
view that autobiographers are, in varying degrees, agents in their own texts. Threads of Life argues that late
modernity has inherited deeply conflicted attitudes to the will. Freadman suggests that these attitudes, now
deeply embedded in contemporary cultural discourse, need reexamining. In this, he contends, 'reflective
autobiography' has an important part to play.
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From reader reviews:

Loren Velasco:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill
in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this Threads of Life:
Autobiography and the Will.

Carmelita Ratliff:

The reason? Because this Threads of Life: Autobiography and the Will is an unordinary book that the inside
of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a
lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So ,
still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Donna Davis:

The book untitled Threads of Life: Autobiography and the Will contain a lot of information on the item. The
writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not
really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you
in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or
gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open
up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Patricia Whetsel:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Threads of Life: Autobiography and the Will can
be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time
by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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