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Many histories of Illinois begin at statehood, a little more than 150 years ago, when Americans -- mostly of
British descent -- settled the area. These histories often ignore or only briefly touch upon the 150 years
before that when time, when the Illinois Country was explored and settled by the French. In commemoration
of the 300th year of European settlement at Peoria, Judith Franke's book: French Peoria and the Illinois
Country, 1673 - 1846, is concerned with the little-known first half of its history. Peoria was first the
southernmost part of New France, then the northernmost part of the French Colony of Louisiana, and finally
the westernmost part of the of the newly formed United States. It is interesting, therefore, that in the
perception of many Americans today, Peoria is the quintessential middle American town. French interests
were dominant at Peoria for well over a hundred years, from the time the first French explorers came up the
Illinois River in 1673 until the first "American" settlers began to move into the area in about 1815. A small
French presence persisted for a time on the east bank of the river, but was gone by about 1846. Today, only
faint echoes of French Peoria survive in the street plan of downtown Peoria, and in the name of an occasional
street, school, or hotel meeting room: "Joliet," "Marquette," "LaSalle." Since this period of Illinois history
had been almost totally ignored, Franke proposed in 1989 to the Dickson Mounds Museum staff to produce
an exhibit on the French and the historic Indians of Illinois in conjunction with the Peoria Tricentennial
celebration which was to begin in 1991. Her book grew out of the research for this exhibit.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Owens:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important for us. The book French Peoria and the Illinois Country: 1673-1846
(Illinois State Museum Popular Science Series, Vol. 12) was making you to know about other understanding
and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book French Peoria and the
Illinois Country: 1673-1846 (Illinois State Museum Popular Science Series, Vol. 12) is not only giving you
much more new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own
spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book French Peoria and the Illinois
Country: 1673-1846 (Illinois State Museum Popular Science Series, Vol. 12). You never experience lose out
for everything in the event you read some books.

William Watts:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition of information. Even you love French Peoria and the Illinois Country: 1673-1846 (Illinois
State Museum Popular Science Series, Vol. 12), you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you
still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still
don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Shirley Morales:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this French Peoria and the Illinois
Country: 1673-1846 (Illinois State Museum Popular Science Series, Vol. 12) reserve written by well-known
writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written
within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you
still question French Peoria and the Illinois Country: 1673-1846 (Illinois State Museum Popular Science
Series, Vol. 12) as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break
don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Mark McKinney:

You may get this French Peoria and the Illinois Country: 1673-1846 (Illinois State Museum Popular Science
Series, Vol. 12) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your
solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by
means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now,
you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to



get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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