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New York Times comedy critic Jason Zinoman delivers the definitive story of the life and artistic legacy of
David Letterman, the greatest television talk show host of all time and the signature comedic voice of a
generation.

In a career spanning more than thirty years, David Letterman redefined the modern talk show with an ironic
comic style that transcended traditional television. While he remains one of the most famous stars in
America, he is a remote, even reclusive, figure whose career is widely misunderstood. In Letterman, Jason
Zinoman, the first comedy critic in the history of the New York Times, mixes groundbreaking reporting with
unprecedented access and probing critical analysis to explain the unique entertainer’s titanic legacy. Moving
from his early days in Indiana to his retirement, Zinoman goes behind the scenes of Letterman’s television
career to illuminate the origins of his revolutionary comedy, its overlooked influences, and how his work
intersects with and reveals his famously eccentric personality.

Zinoman argues that Letterman had three great artistic periods, each distinct and part of his evolution. As he
examines key broadcasting moments—"Stupid Pet Tricks" and other captivating segments that defined Late
Night with David Letterman—he illuminates Letterman’s relationship to his writers, and in particular, the
show’s co-creator, Merrill Markoe, with whom Letterman shared a long professional and personal
connection.

To understand popular culture today, it’s necessary to understand David Letterman. With this revealing
biography, Zinoman offers a perceptive analysis of the man and the artist whose ironic voice and caustic
meta-humor was critical to an entire generation of comedians and viewers—and whose singular style
ushered in new tropes that have become clichés in comedy today.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa King:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that Letterman: The Last Giant of
Late Night book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

June Hargrove:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may
be the e-book untitled Letterman: The Last Giant of Late Night can be fine book to read. May be it is usually
best activity to you.

Carl Melton:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Letterman: The Last Giant of Late Night, you
may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it?
Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

John Johnson:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Letterman: The Last Giant of Late Night was
multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Letterman: The Last Giant of Late
Night has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan
you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any
it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that
will.
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