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For more than 250 years New Orleans' Charity Hospital has struggled to serve the city's indigent ill, and in so
doing has become an institution steeped in Louisiana history and politics. In this fascinating new book John
Salvaggio traces the colorful history of Charity Hospital from the early days of French colonial medicine
through the Spanish period, the early American years, the volatile Huey Long and World War II eras, and the
modern postwar period.

Established in 1736, with the legacy of a compassionate French ship builder, Charity Hospital has weathered
many storms to maintain its status as the oldest continually operating hospital in the United States. It has
withstood the transfer of Louisiana territory from the French to the Spanish and survived devastating
hurricanes and a fire. The institution has also endured the stormy beginnings of Louisiana statehood, the
hardships of the Civil War, and more recently, the stresses of caring for an ever-expanding patient load.
Throughout much of its history, Charity Hospital has encountered political squabbles, patronage problems,
and financial woes. As a new century approaches, the hospital finds its future threatened by inadequate
funding and the crumbling of its physical facilities.

Despite many setbacks, Charity Hospital has accomplished much in its history. Salvaggio presents a
summary of the many medical procedures, diagnostic techniques, and therapeutic innovations that have been
introduced at the "Big Free," as the hospital is popularly known. He also provides previously unchronicled
information on the hospital's history during the twentieth century, writing about political infighting during
the governorship of Huey P. Long, construction of a new hospital building in the 1930s, integration of the
hospital in the 1960s, its relationships with the medical schools of Louisiana State University and Tulane
University, and the current frustrating attempts to adequately staff the institution.

Interviews with many of Charity's past directors and others associated with the hospital, as well as lively
anecdotes from the author's own experience, bring the hospital's history to life and provide valuable insight
into the institution's inner workings. These reminiscences, coupled with Salvaggio's depiction of Charity's
past, present, and now questionable future, make this a fascinating and informative work on an important
hospital of the South.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Proctor:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book New Orleans' Charity Hospital: A Story of
Physicians, Politics, and Poverty was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book New Orleans' Charity Hospital: A Story of
Physicians, Politics, and Poverty is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship together with the book New Orleans' Charity Hospital: A Story of Physicians, Politics, and
Poverty. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Kristy Abrahams:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying New Orleans' Charity Hospital:
A Story of Physicians, Politics, and Poverty that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick New Orleans'
Charity Hospital: A Story of Physicians, Politics, and Poverty become your own starter.

Lois Hernandez:

Beside that New Orleans' Charity Hospital: A Story of Physicians, Politics, and Poverty in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live
in narrow community. It is good thing to have New Orleans' Charity Hospital: A Story of Physicians,
Politics, and Poverty because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally
have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Gretchen Meehan:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and New Orleans' Charity Hospital: A Story of
Physicians, Politics, and Poverty as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how
the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps



students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes New Orleans' Charity Hospital: A Story of Physicians, Politics, and
Poverty to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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