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In October 1948-one year after the creation of the U.S. Air Force as a separate military branch-a B-29
Superfortress crashed on a test run, killing the plane's crew. The plane was constructed with poor materials,
and the families of the dead sued the U.S. government for damages. In the case, the government claimed that
releasing information relating to the crash would reveal important state secrets, and refused to hand over the
requested documents. Judges at both the U.S. District Court level and Circuit level rejected the government's
argument and ruled in favor of the families. However, in 1953, the Supreme Court reversed the lower courts'
decisions and ruled that in the realm of national security, the executive branch had a right to withhold
information from the public. Judicial deference to the executive on national security matters has increased
ever since the issuance of that landmark decision. Today, the government's ability to invoke state secrets
privileges goes unquestioned by a largely supine judicial branch.

David Rudenstine's The Age of Deference traces the Court's role in the rise of judicial deference to executive
power since the end of World War II. He shows how in case after case, going back to the Truman and
Eisenhower presidencies, the Court has ceded authority in national security matters to the executive branch.
Since 9/11, the executive faces even less oversight. According to Rudenstine, this has had a negative impact
both on individual rights and on our ability to check executive authority when necessary. Judges are mindful
of the limits of their competence in national security matters; this, combined with their insulation from
political accountability, has caused them in matters as important as the nation's security to defer to the
executive. Judges are also afraid of being responsible for a decision that puts the nation at risk and the
consequences for the judiciary in the wake of such a decision. Nonetheless, The Age of Deference argues that
as important as these considerations are in shaping a judicial disposition, the Supreme Court has leaned too
far, too often, and for too long in the direction of abdication. There is a broad spectrum separating judicial
abdication, at one end, from judicial usurpation, at the other, and The Age of Deference argues that the rule of
law compels the court to re-define its perspective and the legal doctrines central to the Age.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Pauls:

With other case, little folks like to read book The Age of Deference: The Supreme Court, National Security,
and the Constitutional Order. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important the book The Age of Deference: The Supreme Court, National Security, and the
Constitutional Order. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we
are able to open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Mark Armstrong:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and important the book The Age of Deference: The Supreme Court,
National Security, and the Constitutional Order. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can
look for the internet resources or other social media.

Clemencia Torres:

The book with title The Age of Deference: The Supreme Court, National Security, and the Constitutional
Order has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This
particular book exist new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you
in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

May Chapa:

This The Age of Deference: The Supreme Court, National Security, and the Constitutional Order is great
guide for you because the content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and
get to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great plan
word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts
in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having The Age of Deference: The Supreme Court, National Security, and the
Constitutional Order in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We
can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So ,
this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?
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