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The Anatomy of Myth is a comprehensive study of the different methods of interpreting myths developed by
the Greeks, adopted by the Romans, and eventually passed on to Jewish and Christian interpreters of the
Bible. Greek thinkers only rarely saw "myth" as a category of thought in its own right. Most often they
viewed myths as the creation of poets, or else as an ancient revelation that had been corrupted by them. In
the first instance, critics attempted to find in the intention of the authors some deeper truth, whether physical
or spiritual; in the second, they deemed it necessary to clear away poetic falsehoods in order to recapture an
ancient revelation. Parallel to the philosophical critiques were the efforts of early historians to explain myths
as exaggerated history; myths could be purified by logos (reason) and rendered believable. Practically all of
these early methods could be lumped under the term "allegory"--to intend something different from what one
expressed. Only occasionally did philosophers veer from a concern for the literal truth of myths but a few
thinkers, while acknowledging myths as fictions, defended their value for the examples of good and bad
human behavior they offered. These early efforts were invaluable for the development of critical thinking,
enabling public criticism of even the most authoritative texts. The Church Fathers took the interpretative
methods of their pagan contemporaries and applied them vigorously to their reading of the scriptures. Pagan
Greek methods of myth interpretation passed into the Middle Ages and beyond, serving as a perennial
defense against the damaging effects of scriptural literalism and fundamentalism.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Curry:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book allowed The Anatomy of Myth: The
Art of Interpretation from the Presocratics to the Church Fathers? Maybe it is to get best activity for you.
You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do
you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Alberto Benson:

This The Anatomy of Myth: The Art of Interpretation from the Presocratics to the Church Fathers book is
simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading
this book is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper
you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Anatomy of Myth: The Art of Interpretation
from the Presocratics to the Church Fathers without we realize teach the one who reading through it become
critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Anatomy of Myth: The Art of
Interpretation from the Presocratics to the Church Fathers can bring once you are and not make your handbag
space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
The Anatomy of Myth: The Art of Interpretation from the Presocratics to the Church Fathers having
excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Scott Croft:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name The Anatomy of
Myth: The Art of Interpretation from the Presocratics to the Church Fathers suitable to you? The actual book
was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Anatomy of Myth: The Art of
Interpretation from the Presocratics to the Church Fathersis the one of several books in which everyone read
now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the
new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so
all of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Belinda Kirwin:

The reserve untitled The Anatomy of Myth: The Art of Interpretation from the Presocratics to the Church
Fathers is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will
be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information
that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Anatomy of Myth: The



Art of Interpretation from the Presocratics to the Church Fathers from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.
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