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Imagine a dreamland where roasted pigs wander about with knives in their backs to make carving easy,
where grilled geese fly directly into one's mouth, where cooked fish jump out of the water and land at one's
feet. The weather is always mild, the wine flows freely, sex is readily available, and all people enjoy eternal
youth.

Such is Cockaigne. Portrayed in legend, oral history, and art, this imaginary land became the most pervasive
collective dream of medieval times-an earthly paradise that served to counter the suffering and frustration of
daily existence and to allay anxieties about an increasingly elusive heavenly paradise.

Illustrated with extraordinary artwork from the Middle Ages, Herman Pleij's Dreaming of Cockaigne is a
spirited account of this lost paradise and the world that brought it to life. Pleij takes three important texts as
his starting points for an inspired of the panorama of ideas, dreams, popular religion, and literary and artistic
creation present in the late Middle Ages. What emerges is a well-defined picture of the era, furnished with a
wealth of detail from all of Europe, as well as Asia and America.

Pleij draws upon his thorough knowledge of medieval European literature, art, history, and folklore to
describe the fantasies that fed the tales of Cockaigne and their connections to the central obsessions of
medieval life.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Warfield:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book.
They are reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you will need this Dreaming of Cockaigne: Medieval Fantasies
of the Perfect Life.

Leslie Padilla:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Dreaming of
Cockaigne: Medieval Fantasies of the Perfect Life? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Susan Granger:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Adjacent to that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Dreaming of Cockaigne: Medieval Fantasies of the
Perfect Life will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every
little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book
with you?

Marlyn Melia:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Dreaming of
Cockaigne: Medieval Fantasies of the Perfect Life suitable to you? The particular book was written by
popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled Dreaming of Cockaigne: Medieval Fantasies of the
Perfect Lifeis the one of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous
to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of
this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see
the represented of the world within this book.
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