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In How to Read the Bible, Harvard professor James Kugel leads the listener through the "quiet revolution" of
recent biblical scholarship, showing how radically the interpretations of today's researchers differ from what
people have always thought. The story of Adam and Eve, it turns out, was not originally about the "Fall of
Man," but about the move from a primitive, hunter-gatherer society to a settled, agricultural one. As for the
stories of Cain and Abel, Abraham and Sarah, and Jacob and Esau, they were not about individual people at
all but, rather, explanations of Israelite society as it existed centuries after these figures were said to have
lived. In the earliest version of the Exodus story, Moses probably did not divide the Red Sea in half; instead,
the Egyptians perished in a storm at sea. Whatever the original Ten Commandments might have been,
scholars are quite sure they were different from the ones we have today. What's more, the people long
supposed to have written various books of the Bible were not their real authors: David did not write the
Psalms, Solomon did not write Proverbs.

Such findings pose a problem for adherents of traditional, Bible-based faiths. Hiding from the discoveries of
modern scholars seems dishonest, but accepting them means undermining much of the Bible's reliability and
authority as the word of God. What to do? In his search for a solution, Kugel leads the listener back to
ancient biblical interpreters who flourished at the end of the biblical period. Far from naïve, these interpreters
consciously set out to depart from the original meaning of the Bible's various stories and prophecies?and
they, Kugel argues, hold the key to solving the dilemma of reading the Bible today.

How to Read the Bible is, quite simply, the best, most original audiobook about the Bible in decades. Clear,
often funny, but deeply serious in its purpose, this is an audiobook for Christians and Jews, believers and
secularists alike.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Asher:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for us. The book How to Read the Bible: A Guide to Scripture, Then and Now
was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The reserve How to Read the Bible: A Guide to Scripture, Then and Now is not only
giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book How to Read the
Bible: A Guide to Scripture, Then and Now. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read
some books.

Florence Taylor:

Here thing why this kind of How to Read the Bible: A Guide to Scripture, Then and Now are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content than it
which is the content is as tasty as food or not. How to Read the Bible: A Guide to Scripture, Then and Now
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that
similar with How to Read the Bible: A Guide to Scripture, Then and Now. It gives you thrill reading journey,
its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by
train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of How to Read the
Bible: A Guide to Scripture, Then and Now in e-book can be your choice.

Shawn McDonald:

How to Read the Bible: A Guide to Scripture, Then and Now can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing How to Read the
Bible: A Guide to Scripture, Then and Now however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information
could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Elizabeth Schwartz:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book
How to Read the Bible: A Guide to Scripture, Then and Now. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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