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Revolutionary and ruler, Marxist and nationalist, liberator and despot, Mao Zedong takes a place among the
iconic leaders of the twentieth century. In this book, Maurice Meisner offers a balanced portrait of the man
who defined modern China.

From his role as leader of a communist revolution in a war-torn and largely rural country to the disasters of
the Great Leap Forward and the Cultural Revolution, the relationship between Mao's ideas and his political
action is highly disputed. With unparalleled authority, Meisner shows how Mao's unique sinification of
Marxism provides the key to looking at this extraordinary political career. The first part of the book is
devoted to Mao's revolutionary leadership before 1949, in particular the influence of the liberal and anarchist
ideas of the May Fourth era, his discovery of Marxism, Leninism and his conviction that peasants held the
potential for revolution. In the second part, Meisner analyses Mao's early successes as a nationalist unifier
and modernizer, the failure of his socialism and his eventual transformation into a tyrant.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Shiner:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this
Mao Zedong: A Political and Intellectual Portrait (Political Profiles).

Allison Phelps:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Mao Zedong: A Political and Intellectual Portrait
(Political Profiles) can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Carolyn Foley:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Mao Zedong: A Political and
Intellectual Portrait (Political Profiles), you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it,
oh come on its called reading friends.

Valerie Smith:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Mao Zedong: A Political and Intellectual
Portrait (Political Profiles) guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt Mao
Zedong: A Political and Intellectual Portrait (Political Profiles) as good book not merely by the cover but
also by the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you



so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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