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This book is a history, an indictment, a lament, and an appeal, focusing on the messianic trend in Lubavitch
hasidism. It demonstrates how those who affirm the dead Rebbe's messiahship have abandoned a Jewish core
belief in favor of the doctrine of a second coming. It also decries the equanimity with which the standard-
bearers of Orthodoxy have legitimated this development by continuing to recognize such believers as
Orthodox Jews in good standing. This abandonment of the age-old Jewish resistance to a quintessentially
Christian belief is a development of striking importance for the history of religions, and it is an earthquake in
the history of Judaism. David Berger chronicles this development from a personal viewpoint. He describes
the growing concern that impelled him to undertake an anti-messianist campaign - publications,
correspondence, and the sponsorship of a Rabbinical Council of America resolution excluding this belief
from authentic Judaism. He argues that a large number, almost certainly a substantial majority, of Lubavitch
hasidism believe in the Rebbe's messiahship; a significant segment, including educators in the central
institutions of the movement, maintain a theology that goes beyond posthumous messianism to the
affirmation that the Rebbe is pure divinity. While many Jews see Lubavitch as a marginal phenomenon, its
influence is in fact so remarkable that its representatives are poised to dominate Orthodox religious
institutions in several major countries throughout the world. This book analyzes the boundaries of Judaism's
messianic faith and its conception of God. It assesses the threat posed by Lubavitch messianists and points to
the consequences, ranging from undermining a fundamental argument against the Christian mission to
calling into question the kosher status of many foods and ritual objects prepared under Lubavitch
supervision. Finally, it proposes a strategy to protect authentic Judaism from this assault. David Berger is
Professor of History at Brooklyn College and the Graduate Center of the City University of New York. He is
a Fellow of the American Academy for Jewish Research, and from 1998 to 2000 was President of the
Association for Jewish Studies. He is the author of The Jewish-Christian Debate in the High Middle Ages
and co-author of Judaism's Encounter with Other Cultures: Rejection or Integration?.
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From reader reviews:

Eddie Nelson:

The book The Rebbe, the Messiah, and the Scandal of Orthodox Indifference will bring that you the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Rebbe, the Messiah, and the Scandal of
Orthodox Indifference is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.

Junior Price:

This The Rebbe, the Messiah, and the Scandal of Orthodox Indifference is great reserve for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it
only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having The Rebbe, the Messiah, and the Scandal of Orthodox Indifference in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr.
and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Herbert Willams:

Beside this kind of The Rebbe, the Messiah, and the Scandal of Orthodox Indifference in your phone, it may
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have The Rebbe, the Messiah, and the Scandal of Orthodox Indifference
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's
about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot
be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as
read it from currently!

William Matthews:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by
searching from it. It is referred to as of book The Rebbe, the Messiah, and the Scandal of Orthodox
Indifference. You can include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add
your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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