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What does it mean to be human? To be human is, in part, to be physically sexed and culturally gendered. Yet
not all bodies are clearly male or female. Bodies in Doubt traces the changing definitions, perceptions, and
medical management of intersex (atypical sex development) in America from the colonial period to the
present day.

From the beginning, intersex bodies have been marked as "other," as monstrous, sinister, threatening,
inferior, and unfortunate. Some nineteenth-century doctors viewed their intersex patients with disrespect and
suspicion. Later, doctors showed more empathy for their patients' plights and tried to make correct decisions
regarding their care. Yet definitions of "correct" in matters of intersex were entangled with shifting ideas and
tensions about what was natural and normal, indeed about what constituted personhood or humanity.

Reis has examined hundreds of cases of "hermaphroditism" and intersex found in medical and popular
literature and argues that medical practice cannot be understood outside of the broader cultural context in
which it is embedded. As the history of responses to intersex bodies has shown, doctors are influenced by
social concerns about marriage and heterosexuality. Bodies in Doubt considers how Americans have
interpreted and handled ambiguous bodies, how the criteria and the authority for judging bodies changed,
how both the binary gender ideal and the anxiety over uncertainty persisted, and how the process for defining
the very norms of sex and gender evolved.

Bodies in Doubt breaks new ground in examining the historical roots of modern attitudes about intersex in
the United States and will interest scholars and researchers in disability studies, social history, gender
studies, and the history of medicine.
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From reader reviews:

Samantha Campbell:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever they
have because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading a book? Sometime,
individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably you
should have this Bodies in Doubt: An American History of Intersex.

Arlene Oliver:

This Bodies in Doubt: An American History of Intersex book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you
will get. This specific Bodies in Doubt: An American History of Intersex without we know teach the one
who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Bodies in Doubt: An
American History of Intersex can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn
into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Bodies in Doubt: An American
History of Intersex having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Tonya Deschamps:

The guide with title Bodies in Doubt: An American History of Intersex contains a lot of information that you
can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new
era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

Marina Tucker:

The book untitled Bodies in Doubt: An American History of Intersex contain a lot of information on that.
The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people,
so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author
will take you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can read on your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.
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