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What do we mean by 'art'? As a category of objects, the concept belongs to a Western cultural tradition,
originally European and now increasingly global, but how useful is it for understanding other traditions? To
understand art as a universal human value, we need to look at how the concept was constructed in order to
reconstruct it through an understanding of the wider world.

Western art values have a pervasive influence upon non-Western cultures and upon Western attitudes to
them. This innovative yet accessible new text explores the ways theories of art developed as Western
knowledge of the world expanded through exploration and trade, conquest, colonisation and research into
other cultures, present and past. It considers the issues arising from the historical relationships which brought
diverse artistic traditions together under the influence of Western art values, looking at how art has been used
by colonisers and colonised in the causes of collecting and commerce, cultural hegemony and autonomous
identities.

World Art questions conventional Western assumptions from an anthropological perspective which allows
comparison between cultures. It treats art as a property of artefacts rather than a category of objects,
reclaiming the idea of 'world art' from the 'art world'.

This book is essential reading for all students on anthropology of art courses as well as students of museum
studies and art history, based on a wide range of case studies and supported by learning features such as
annotated further reading and chapter opening summaries.
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From reader reviews:

Cornelius Ryerson:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This World Art: An Introduction to the Art in Artefacts book is readable by
simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer involving World Art: An Introduction to the Art in Artefacts content conveys objective easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different
available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking World Art: An Introduction to the Art in Artefacts is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Ollie Brooks:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The World
Art: An Introduction to the Art in Artefacts offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Maxine Ford:

You may spend your free time to read this book this guide. This World Art: An Introduction to the Art in
Artefacts is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you
did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to
read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Joyce Tower:

This World Art: An Introduction to the Art in Artefacts is completely new way for you who has fascination
to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this World Art: An
Introduction to the Art in Artefacts can be the light food for you personally because the information inside
that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable
by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can
find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for
your better life as well as knowledge.
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