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Many famous antique texts are misunderstood and many others have been completely dismissed, all because
the literary style in which they were written is unfamiliar today. So argues Mary Douglas in this
controversial study of ring composition, a technique which places the meaning of a text in the middle,
framed by a beginning and ending in parallel. To read a ring composition in the modern linear fashion is to
misinterpret it, Douglas contends, and today’s scholars must reevaluate important antique texts from around
the world.

Found in the Bible and in writings from as far afield as Egypt, China, Indonesia, Greece, and Russia, ring
composition is too widespread to have come from a single source. Does it perhaps derive from the way the
brain works? What is its function in social contexts? The author examines ring composition, its principles
and functions, in a cross-cultural way. She focuses on ring composition in Homer’s Iliad, the Bible’s book of
Numbers, and, for a challenging modern example, Laurence Sterne’s Tristram Shandy, developing a
persuasive argument for reconstruing famous books and rereading neglected ones.
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From reader reviews:

Billy Reynolds:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but
the problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Thinking in
Circles: An Essay on Ring Composition (The Terry Lectures Series) is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Sandy Holiday:

Typically the book Thinking in Circles: An Essay on Ring Composition (The Terry Lectures Series) has a lot
details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Sharon Garcia:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Thinking in Circles: An Essay on Ring Composition (The Terry
Lectures Series) why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Phillip Chadwick:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to
know that reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Thinking
in Circles: An Essay on Ring Composition (The Terry Lectures Series).
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